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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the state, issues and obstacles of sports
adventure tourism in Nakhon Nayok Province; 2) to evaluate the province’s potential in managing sports
adventure tourism; 3) to study the behavior and needs of Thai adventure tourists visiting Nakhon Nayok
Province; and 4) to propose a strategy for developing Nakhon Nayok Province into a destination for sports
adventure tourism. The research was conducted using mixed methods. The qualitative data were collected from
in-depth interviews with 15 government agencies, private organizations and scholars then content analysis and
data triangulation were carried out. As for the quantitative data, a close-ended questionnaire was used to
collect data from 400 Thai tourists who travelled to or participated in adventure activities in Nakhon Nayok
Province. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, namely percentage, average and standard
deviation. Inferential statistics, namely one-way ANOVA and Scheffe’s pairwise comparison, were used to

report results with a significance level of 0.05.

The findings of the research were as follows. 1) The inadequate coverage of public
transportation system and traffic problem due to excessive use of private vehicles caused great inconvenience
for tourists without private vehicles. The obstacle was the lack of integration and aligned directions across
government agencies. 2) The potential of sports adventure tourism lay in natural resources as tourist attractions,
basic facilities and management, while accommodation, accessibility and activities needed improvement. 3) As
for the behavior of tourists, the data collected from the questionnaire revealed statistically significant
correlations with 0.05 significance level between personal factors, age and level of education, and the level of
demand for sports adventure tourism, while different behaviors of sports adventure tourists did not influence the
demand in any aspects. 4) The researcher performed SWOT and TOWS analyses then proposed a strategy for
developing Nakhon Nayok Province into a destination for sports adventure tourism through the development of
A3 P7 : Accessibility, Activities, Anticipation, Place (accommodation), People (service personnel), Policy, Plan (a
clear and systematic plan), Promotion, Participation (having every party take important roles in the

development) and Practice field for sports adventure activities.
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