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Abstract

Cognitive style or thinking style is a term used in cognitive psychology to describe
the way individuals think, perceive and remember information. Cognitive style differs from
cognitive ability or level; a cognitive style test is not an intelligence test. The purpose of
this study was to measure the level of cognitive styles in physical therapy students of
University of Phayao, studying in the first semester, 2013. The ™ to 4" year students
(188 people) were asked to answer the questions of the cognitive styles assessment.
The information of cognitive styles were analyzed and demonstrated as three levels
including Dependence thinking level, Independence thinking level, and Developed-
participation thinking level. The results had shown that the most cognitive styles of the ™
to 4" year students were Developed-participation thinking level (68.29%, 77.55%,
79.11%, and 66.00% respectively), the subsequently cognitive styles were Independence
thinking level (31.71%, 22.45%, 20.83%, and 34.00% respectively) and there was no
student in Dependence thinking level. The information from this study can be applied for

teaching physical therapy students to develop their thinking and practicing skills.

Keywords: cognitive style, physical therapy student, higher education
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Simyarialy U1 U2 U3 U4
FHURAR (A) 41* 49 48 50
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- %18 (AU (5D8R)) 9 (21.95) 17 (34.69) 7 (14.58) 8 (16.00)
81 (1) ( x (SD)) 18.6 (0.73) | 19.6(0.88) | 20.5(0.54) | 21.6(1.17)
insmaie ( x (SD)) 3.45 (0.34)** | 3.19(0.51) | 2.89 (0.43) | 2.82(0.43)
RN

* GAURRANIENINLNTR T 1 9 ma 46 A WnsannisAnenadsiawamn
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