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Title: BELIEF AND SPIRIT CULTS: A CASE STUDY OF TAMBON SA-IAP AMPHOR SONG, PHRAE
Author: Khongamon Hemmaratrak, Thesis: M.A. (Thai), University of Phayao, 2016
Advisor: Associate Professor Premvit Vivattanaseth, Co-advisor: Dr.Singkam Rakpa
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ABSTRACT

This research is a folkloristic study with the objective to collect the beliefs and ceremonies about
ghost worshipping. It emphasizes the composition of ghost worshipping ceremony as well as its impact on
the villagers at Sa-iap Sub-district, Song District, Phrae Province. In this research, the researcher focuses
on collecting data about beliefs and ceremonies about ghost worshipping and taking on field study to
observe the ceremony, interview the experts who pass the researcher’s predetermined criteria. Data are
then analyzed based on the structural-functional theory. The results are presented in descriptive analysis.

The research reveals that Sa-iap people believe in folkway Buddhism (not pure Buddhism). They
also still believe in ghosts and reflect that belief by means of performing the “ghost worshipping”
ceremony. The researcher divides the structure and function of ghost in Sa-iap Sub-district into 2 major
groups: spirits guarding important areas in the village and those guarding forest and farmland. In addition,
it was also found that the guardian spirits does not only protect the village, forest, and farmland, they
also function as the spirits of ancestors. The function of ancestors’ spirits is reflected in ghost worshipping
ceremony. According to the data, the villagers perform these ceremonies every year. Of the 6 believe in
ghosts and 10 ceremonies performed annually, 8 have fixed schedule. For example, there will be ghost
worship before the farming season and after harvesting called “Pang Kao Pang Sam”. There are 2
ceremonies performed on special occasions: Ngai Mueang ceremony and vowing/redeeming vows to the
ghosts. Despite the differences in orders and compositions, there are also similarities in that the ceremonies
are based on the belief. According to the structural-functional analysis, the ghost worshipping ceremony
plays an important role for the community in that it makes them feel secure to live their daily life and live

with other members of the society in harmony.
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