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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research are to study the characteristics of language change from Chiang
Rai-Tai Ya language and to study the diversity of language use in relation to the way of life of the Chiang Rai-
Tai Ya people by using the discourse from Chiang Rai -Tai Ya informants. The research findings have been
summarized as follows: 1) The Chiang Rai-Tai Ya language has identified its linguistic characteristics and
language changes. The characteristics of Chiang Rai-Tai Ya language can be categorized into 6 groups: 1.1)
sounds consisting of 20 consonant sounds, 18 vowel sounds, and 5 tonal sounds 1.2) words can be classified in
2 ways: word formation and word types 1.3) sentences can be classified in 2 way: sentences according to the
structure and sentences according to the communication intention 1.4) phrases 1.5) paragraphs and 1.6) text.
Concerning the change of Chiang Rai-Tai Ya language, the researcher analyzed the data using five age groups
ranging from 30 to 80 years old. The study discovered the following three modifications to the Chiang Rai-Tai
Ya language: 1) sound alteration 2) word alteration and 3) word order alteration. 2) Regarding the diversity of
language use in relation to the lifestyle of the Chiang Rai-Tai Ya people, the research results can be
summarized as 4 factors: language associated with daily routines, language associated with tradition, language
associated with belief and religion, and language associated with music, performance, and literature. There are
currently three languages that Chiang Rai-Tai Ya people use to communicate: Chiang Rai-Tai Ya language,

Chiang Rai-Thai dialect, and Bangkok-Thai language.
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1.1 AMANTABINTHN n1sAnEenansfiifieatnsfuamanAnI
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mmﬂ“@ﬁﬁﬂwm:quzﬁ;_;L%ﬂummw‘%@ﬁ%mmﬂfﬁfl,mwjyfl“f@Lﬁﬂ@:fgL%ﬂuﬂﬂww
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