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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the Chant poetic construction of the poets in King
Rama VI's era. The research data was 20 Chant texts from 4 groups of poets namely, The King, the Royal
family, government officers and normal folks by applying the literary criticism principles to pattern, content, and
literary arts. The research found that the Chant poetic construction had changed the pattern of Chant to be
different from the old one and used both prose and poem. The poem types that were used namely, Chant,
Kaph, Klong, Konlabot, and Katha. The contents portrayed religious ideas, living styles, and love. The contents
originated from the poets’ creation of the new storyline as well as influenced by Sanskrit literature, English
literature, Jataka literature, Fable literature, Buddhist literature, Buddhist scriptures, and Mythology. For the
literary arts, the research found that the poets chose exquisite words to portray the emotion of characters,
namely, sound device, diction, literary styles and words connection which made Chant during the Era prospered
and got recognized as the Golden Era of Chant Poetic Literature. Moreover, it was found that the unique
identity of Chant poetic literature was during King Rama VI's reign, an extensive variety of poetry genres
emerged in this type of literature. New chant poetic styles that are different from the old chant poetic style
were used mixing verse with the chant, using the different structures of poetry besides Chant, Kaph which
were Klong, Konlabot, and Katha. The research also found that the poet also applied the types of Chants that
did not follow the traditional chant poetic rules. The important unique Chant is the lyrical drama called
Madanabadha which was new drama literature written by King Rama VI using a new type of poetic literature

that had never been created before in the Thai literature community during that period.
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