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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to investigate the components, ritual processes, states and change factors
of rituals as well as guidelines for creating rituals in old city area in Amphoe Muang Phrae, Changwat Phrae. 21
rituals were conducted by using a folklore methodology, taking part in observation, additionally interviewing
experts, making group discussion, and presenting the results of the study in descriptive and analytical ways.
The results revealed that the rituals of Phrae people come from a combination of Buddhism, Brahmin, and
ghost beliefs. There are elements to the structures of the ritual: 1) purpose of the ritual, 2) date, time and
place, 3) equipment, 4) participant, and 5) processes of the ritual. These structures played an important role in
the completion of the ritual. In terms of the states of the components of rituals, there were two states: 1)
normal state-the traditions and practices in the rituals were strictly maintained-and 2) changing state according
to social context. The change factors were caused by 1) government policy or organizer’s policy, 2)
technological progress, 3) tourism and economics, and 4) the situation of COVID-19 outbreak. This led to five
creative guidelines for creating rituals. There were 1) cutting and shuffling the processes of the rituals, 2)
changing the details of the rituals, 3) adding explanation of the rituals, 4) combining the rituals, and 5)
reproducing the rituals. From the research results, it showed that rituals were the structures of cultural
traditions that played a role to make people in the society live happily. Moreover, it helped to understand the
changes in rituals in old city area according to the dynamically changing social factors. Additionally, it revealed
the interesting guidelines that can be further developed in the form of creating rituals in old city area in

Amphoe Muang Phrae, Changwat Phrae.
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