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Abstract

This study employed a participatory action research (PAR) approach with the objectives to:
(1) investigate the model of participatory flood management in Mae Ka Subdistrict, Mueang District,
Phayao Province; (2) examine the outcomes, enabling factors, and challenges encountered during
the implementation of participatory flood management; and (3) propose effective participatory flood
management strategies for community networks and relevant organizations. The study population
comprised 40 individuals aged 20 years and above, including representatives from the community,
civil society, and governmental agencies, all of whom were involved in flood response operations
during the flash flood event on 17 September 2024 in the area adjacent to the university. Data

collection was conducted between June and July 2025.

The findings revealed that the participatory flood management model in Mae Ka Subdistrict
was characterized by a well-integrated, multi-sectoral collaboration, reflecting the principles of
participatory disaster management. The model emphasized the active engagement of stakeholders
throughout all phases of the disaster management cycle—prevention, preparedness, response, and
recovery. The study further highlighted that the model effectively leveraged the strengths of
community-based networks, trust, and systematic coordination, particularly during crisis situations.
Notably, the presence of strong social capital and horizontal collaboration emerged as key assets of
the Mae Ka community, serving as a potential prototype for participatory disaster management in

other localities.
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