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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis were two-fold: 1) to investigate the use of conceits depicting education
in the context of basic education during the period of NCPO, and 2) to explore the different ways in which conceits
were utilized by language users in the context of basic education during the period of NCPO. The study collected
data from three specific groups: policy makers, educational practitioners, and stakeholders. Using the framework
of conceit and linquistic variation, it analyzed words and phrases that conceptually represent education. The
findings revealed that conceits depicting education could be categorized into 11 groups: 1) industry and commerce,
2) travel, 3) agriculture, 4) battle and race, 5) medical treatment, 6) destruction, 7) building construction, 8)
supernatural beings, 9) family, 10) food preparation, and 11) experimentation. Conceits were found to consist of
various conceptual units that contribute to different meanings of education. Analyzed data revealed that conceits
were employed by language users in 10 different patterns. First, conceits were used most frequently by one
group as compared to the other groups of language users. Second, conceits were used least frequently by one
group as compared to the other groups of language users. Third, the use of conceits was not found in some units.
Fourth, there was a greater use of conceits in written language as compared to spoken language. Fifth, there
was a greater use of conceits in spoken language as compared to written language. Sixth, the use of conceits
was only found in spoken language, not in written language data. Seventh, conceits were utilized in a number of
ways to refer to specific conceptual units contributing to the meanings of education. Eighth, conceits were used
in positive statements but with negative connotations. Ninth, conceits were utilized negatively by one group, in
contrast to their positive usage by the other groups. Finally, conceits were utilized positively by one group, in
contrast to their negative usage by the other groups. The study's findings demonstrate that conceits were
commonly used in discussions of education in the context of basic education, and that there was a diverse range

of conceits utilized by language users in this context.
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