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ABSTRACT

This study is documentary research. The objectives are to study the new role of the Town-
Planning Act, B.E. 2562 (2019), and to study the local problems of the local governmental organization in
governing the building control law for preserving the identity of Chiang Saen's historical town. The study
revealed that the Act is still unable to preserve the identity of the historical town because of conceptual
problems. Rather than decentralized power to the local government the master plan is issued by the state
government which is not consistent with the concept of local customary and autonomy. Therefore, the local

government would be unable to carry out specific city plans, even if there is participation process.

Recommendations are firstly in the processing of the specific town planning the local government
should participate and designate this plan under a provincial city plan regulation. It is unnecessary to enact a
new Act if such plan does not violate the constitutional law. Secondly, the preparation of a specific city plan
should require the local government in the cultural zone to issue a specific city plan or local ordinances under

the Building Control Act, B.E. 2522 (1979) to preserve the historical city.
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