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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to study discourse of local identity in Lanna folktales 2) to
investigate strategies in forming local identity discourse in Lanna folktales. The data were 410 Lanna folktales
collected by Chiang Mai Social Research Institute and were analyzed by discourse theories by Michael Foucault,
Identity theory and folktale theory. The results were presented by critical discussion. The results showed that
there were nine identities found from the study of discourse of local identities in Lanna folktales as followings:
1) the discourse of identity on culture and custom; Lanna folks have strong belief in Buddhism practicing
Buddha’s teaching and philosophy as their way of living. 2) the discourse on Language identity; Lanna people
believe in choosing some good words for naming, calling the personal name as well as their title. Besides, there
are some uses of some words that have similar meaning but different in pronunciation of standard Thai
language. 3) the discourse of Identity on personality; generosity, kindness, paying respect to elderly advice and
belief in trying on luck are also found 4) the discourse on Lanna women’s identity; Lanna women’s identity are
expressed through their duty as a housewives doing chores in a family as well as the status under men’s
power inevitably. 5) the discourse on profession identity; farmers are the main career of Lanna people. 6) The
discourse on identity of housing; Lanna people tend to settle down on the lowland between the valleys for
natural fertility making strong relationship between them and nature. 7) the discourse on cuisine identity; Lanna
folks use local ingredients in cooking. 8) the discourse on dressing identity; woven fabric dressing are their main
clothes that are used in their daily life. 9) the discourse on belief identity; Lanan people pay strong faith in
Buddhism mixed with supernatural spirits. In terms of strategies in shaping local identities through folktales,
there were five strategies found 1) Vocabulary strategy such as using words for naming or calling people, some
special verb using and quoting other famous people’s words or ideas 2) Meaning expression strategy of the
positive and negative identities 3) Pragmatic and discourse strategy such as the use of presupposition, speech
act, simile and narration to repeat Lanna identity 4) Rhetoric strategy by repeating the same classes and types

of words and 5) Semiotic strategy.
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