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Title: REPRESENTATION OF PRISONERS FROM THAI DOCUMENTARIES IN THE PAST TWO DECADES
(1997-2016)

Author: Atiphong Peatchkerd, Dissertation: Ph.D. (Thai), University of Phayao, 2021
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the construction of prisoners through language and to study the
representation of prisoners appeared in Thai documentary writings in the past two decades (1997-2016).
The present study adopted Fairclough's Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Stuart Hall's representation
as a conceptual framework. The data for the analysis was from Thai documentary writings from
1997- 2016, from three groups of writers: a group of documentary writers, a group of writers who are
prisoners or former prisoners, and a group of writers who are prison guards.

The results showed that the three groups of writers created prisoners through 11 linguistic
devices: lexical and phrasal selection, reasoning, presupposition, metaphor, intertextuality, modality,
reference, rhetorical questions, reduplication, syntax, and narrative. This construction shows that the image
of prisoners has been interpreted and presented differently according to the perspective of each writer.

As for the results of the representation, the three groups of writers created six representations
of characteristics for prisoners: a dangerous person, people with mental disorders, a person that society
does not want, a pitiable person, an innocent, an unfortunate, and a person who mends his ways of being
a good person of society. This representation eventually leads to the creation of an identity for the

prisoners.
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