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ABSTRACT

Research study: Approaches to cultural tourism development in Buriram Province, Thailand as a
secondary destination has its objectives to 1) study the potential and its outstanding tourism resources in cultural
tourism development; 2) analyze SWOT of Buriram for cultural tourism development; and 3) propose approaches
to cultural tourism development of Buriram Province as a secondary destination. The researcher uses the
qualitative research method by using these research tools: Cultural tourism resources audit and in- depth

interviews with 32 key informants from the government, business, community and academics sectors.

The results showed that Buriram has the potential to develop cultural tourism as a secondary
destination as most tourist attractions are historical sites of the ancient Khmer civilization and the way of life of 4
ethnic groups living together. Art, culture, customs and traditions have been passed down from generation to
generation. However, in the management of cultural tourism in the province, there are still factors that need to
be developed as not enough to use tourism as the economic, social, environmental and mental driver of Buriram
people. From SWOT analysis, Buriram province has strengths in cultural tourism resources as traces of ancient
Khmer civilization. Weaknesses include the discontinuity of the government sector in supporting community tourism
management; community lacks the innovative ideas in product extensions. However, being a sports city and
having Farang husbands are a great opportunity to accept more tourist. But the global economic crisis And the

epidemic situation of the Covid-19 virus cause the tourism situation in Buriram province to stall down.

From research results, researcher summarizes the approaches for the cultural tourism
development in Buriram Province, Thailand as a secondary destination by setting a vision for Buriram to be the
center of cultural tourism in the ancient Khmer civilization and branding a campaign “ Tour Buriram in the trail of
the Ancient Khmer on the Ratchamankha route, See the great ancient sites, Experience the community of 4 ethnic
groups and be amazed with UNSEEN tourist attractions.” Besides, development strategies are as follows: 1)
Infrastructure development to raise of cultural tourism management 2) Raising awareness and mental
development; 3) Economic development and society for cultural tourism; and 4) Integration of cooperation from

all sectors to jointly develop cultural tourism to be successful.
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