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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this independent study were: 1) to investigate the types of discourse markers
(DMs) utilized in Pita Limcharoenrat 2) to analyze the frequencies of discourse markers used, and 3) to explore
the intended meanings in four pre-election speeches. Purposive sampling was chosen for the analysis base on
21 types of discourse markers, theoretical framework of Swan (2005). The findings of the study were displayed
as follows; 1) 14 of 21 types of discourse markers were utilized by Pita Limcharoenrat's speeches of four
election campaigns. 2) The study founded DMs were less employed in shorter speeches than the longer. DMs
Concession and Counter Argument had the highest frequency, appearing 19 times, followed by Adding and
Logical Consequence which appeared 16 and 14 times, respectively. On the other hand, some categories of
DMs, including Similarity, Contradicting, Generalizing, Giving Examples and Persuading were not utilized. 3) The
intended meaning of discourse markers was employed to range the structure of contents, contrast and

emphasize the ideas, and concede and counter-arguing classified by Swan (2005).
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

Background and Rationale of the Study

The study of discourse markers (DMs) in political speeches has long been a subject
of scholarly interest, particularly in applied linguistics (Rasheed, 2019; Ali, et al., 2020).
Discourse markers are linguistic tools that structure speech, guide listeners through
complex arguments, and convey different meanings (Horn & Ward, 2006). In political
discourse, these markers play a pivotal role in shaping the effectiveness and
persuasiveness of speech, especially in high-stakes settings such as election campaigns
(Abusalim, et al., 2022).

Discourse markers (DMs) are pivotal in educational and political contexts, serving
as key linguistic devices that structure communication and enhance comprehension.
In educational settings, particularly within English language teaching in Thailand, DMs
have been shown to aid non-native speakers in understanding and constructing coherent
discourse while improving reading and writing skills in second language acquisition
(Srichanyachon, 2012; Alcon, 2007). In political discourse, DMs are employed by politicians
to underscore points, facilitate topic transitions, and engage audiences. The study highlight
the different role of DMs in shaping political narratives and influencing public opinion,
whether in everyday English political discourse (Sukhovetska, 2021), in contrasting political
interviews between Persian and English (Zand-Moghadam & Bikineh, 2015), or in the
deliberative processes of democracy (Rotar, 2022). Thailand's political landscape provides
a compelling backdrop for this study. The country has experienced a series of political
upheavals, coups, and reforms over the years (“Politics of Thailand,” Wikipedia). This
complex and often volatile political environment has led to multiple changes in governance
structures, making the upcoming 2023 pre-election period a crucial juncture for Thailand.
The elections allow the nation to move towards more stable and democratic governance.
In this transformative context, rally support, and influence public opinion.

One such politician is Pita Limcharoenrat, a prominent figure in Thai politics

whose oratory skills have gathered significant attention. Given the significant role of the



upcoming elections in shaping Thailand's political future, this research aims to contribute to
the existing body of knowledge by focusing on a contemporary Thai political figure and
analyzing the discourse markers in his pre -election speeches. In doing so, this study
addresses a notable gap in the literature and offers new perspectives on the role of
linguistic elements in political discourse.

The study is situated at the intersection of applied linguistics and political science,
aiming to contribute to both fields and also allows for examining how these markers
structure speech, guide listeners, and convey different meanings in a Thai political setting.
For political scientists, the study serves as a lens through which to scrutinize the rhetorical
strategies employed by politicians in a non-Western context (Mai, 2016). The study
provides insights into how discourse markers can sway public opinion, build credibility, and
establish authority, all crucial elements in the lead-up to an election.

Additionally, this, the study has broader implications for communication studies
and media analysis. In an age where speeches are often disseminated through various
media channels, understanding the linguistic differences of political discourse is essential
for both the media and the electorate (Thuube & Ekanjume-llongo, 2017). The media can
benefit from this research by gaining a deeper understanding of the rhetorical strategies
employed by politicians, thereby enabling more different and critical reporting. For the
electorate, understanding the use of discourse markers can empower them to become
more discerning consumers of political rhetoric, capable of critically evaluating the
speeches of political candidates.

This study aims to investigate in utilizing the types of discourse markers by Pita
Limcharoenrat, the candidate for the election of Thailand 2023. In addition, the study also
investigates the frequency of DMs usage and intended meaning that conveyed by him to
the audience. With the expectation, the study with DMs framework of Swan (2005) will

carry out to examine DMs through the political speeches with thorough analysis.



Research Objectives

The following are the study's research objectives.

1. To investigate the types of discourse markers (DMs) utilized in Pita
Limcharoenrat's pre-election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections

2. To analyze the frequencies of these discourse markers (DMs) in Pita
Limcharoenrat's pre-election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections

3. To explore the intended meanings conveyed in Pita Limcharoenrat's pre-
election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections through the functions of these discourse

markers (DMs)

Research Questions

The research objectives of this study are the following;

1. What types of discourse markers (DMs) are utilized in Pita Limcharoenrat's
pre—election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections?

2. How frequently do these discourse markers (DMs) appear in Pita
Limcharoenrat's pre-election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections?

3. What intended meanings can be discerned in Pita Limcharoenrat's pre-election
speeches for the 2023 Thai elections through the functions of these discourse markers

(DMs)?

Research Methodology

The research methodology for this study comprises the following steps:

1. Selection of Speeches: A purposive sampling technique was used to select
specific pre-election speeches delivered by Pita Limcharoenrat in the lead-up to the 2023
Thai elections during April-May 2023. These speeches were chosen and downloaded from
the channel Move Forward Party in Youtube. For the reason that Pita Limcharoenrat was
chosen to analyze his speeches, he was the candidate of Move Forward Party and he was
the prominent figure of the new wave of Thailand’s politician, also his speaking or oratory

skill is interesting to be the sample in the study.



2. Content Analysis: A content analysis was conducted on the selected
speeches to identify the types of DMs used. This analysis also clarifies the intended
messages the speaker aims to convey through each discourse marker. The content
analysis was qualitative to understand the context and intended meaning and quantitative
to count the frequency of each type of DM.

3. Data Presentation: The data obtained from the content analysis was
presented in a descriptive form, utilizing tables to organize and display the findings. This
data included tables showing the types of DMs identified, their frequencies, and the
inferred intended meanings.

4. Analytical Framework: The analysis was conducted based on a list of DMs
Swan (2005) classification. This framework provides a comprehensive categorization of
DMs and serve as the basis for identifying and analyzing the DMs in Pita Limcharoenrat's

speeches.

Scope of the Study

Scope of Content

The study focuses on the use of discourse markers (DMs) in Pita Limcharoenrat's
pre-election speeches in Chiang Mai, Songkhla, and Bangkok for the 2023 Thai elections.
The data of the study are from Youtube channel, Move Foraward Party. Specifically, the study
aims to identify the types of DMs used, their frequencies, and the intended meanings
conveyed by the speaker through these linquistic elements. The study employed quantitative
and qualitative approaches, incorporating both qualitative and quantitative methods of
analysis. While the research was grounded in the framework of discourse markers classified
by Swan (2005), it was limited to those DMs that are relevant to the context of Thai
political discourse and the objectives of this study.

Scope of Time

The temporal scope of this study was confined to the pre-election period leading
up to the 2023 Thai elections. The speeches selected for analysis were those delivered by

Pita Limcharoenrat within this specific timeframe. This temporal limitation is chosen to



ensure that the study remains focused and relevant to the upcoming elections, thereby

maximizing its timeliness and impact.

Definition of key Terms

There are four important terms specific to this study, as follows:

Discourse Marker (DM): In the context of this study, a discourse marker is a
word or expression used in Pita Limcharoenrat's pre —election speeches that shows the
connection between what is being said and the broader context of Thai politics and the
upcoming 2023 elections.

Pre-Election Speeches: This term refers to speeches delivered by Pita
Limcharoenrat with the purpose of outlining his political vision and policy stances in the
lead-up to the 2023 Thai elections.

Types: In this study, "types" refers to the categories of discourse markers as
classified by Swan (2015). These categories were used to analyze the DMs in Pita
Limcharoenrat's pre-election speeches, both in terms of their frequency and their role in
conveying intended meanings.

Intended Meaning: This term refers to the specific objectives that Pita
Limcharoenrat aims to achieve in conveying his messages to the listeners through the use

of discourse markers in his pre-election speeches.

Expected Advantages of the Study

There are six expected advantages of the study as follow;

1. Academic Contributions: This study aims to fill a gap in the existing literature
by focusing on the use of discourse markers in Thai political speeches, a subject that has
not been extensively explored. It will contribute to the fields of applied linguistics and political
science by providing a differed understanding of how language is used in political
discourse in a Thai context.

2. Cultural Relevance: Given that the study focuses on a Thai political figure
and Thailand elections, it holds significant cultural relevance. It will offer insights into the

unique linguistic and rhetorical strategies employed in Thai political discourse.



3. Enhanced Media Analysis: The findings of this study could be beneficial for
journalists and media analysts by providing them with a framework for understanding the
linguistic difference in political speeches. This could lead to more insightful and critical
reporting.

4. Public Awareness: Understanding the use of discourse markers in political
speeches can empower the electorate to become more discerning consumers of political
rhetoric. This study could serve as an educational resource for voters, enabling them to
critically evaluate political speeches and make more informed decisions.

5. Policy Implications: Politicians and policymakers could use the insights
gained from this study to improve their public speaking and communication strategies,
making their messages more effective and resonant with the electorate.

6. Methodological Advancements: The quantitative and qualitative approaches
employed in this study could serve as a model for future research in similar interdisciplinary
fields, offering a balanced and comprehensive methodology for analyzing both the qualitative

and quantitative aspects of discourse.



CHAPTER Il

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND RESEARCH

Discourse markers (DMs) are the words or phrases which connect the sentences
or discourses, they also support structuring the ideas especially speaking in the public. The
study of discourse markers in political speeches has become an increasingly important area
of research, intersecting the fields of linguistics, political science, and communication
studies. This chapter aims to provide an exhaustive review of the literature pertinent to
studying discourse markers in political speeches, focusing on Pita Limcharoenrat's pre -
election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections. The chapter is organized into several

sections on the following;

—_

. Discourse Markers and Related Approaches

. Functions of Discourse Markers in Discourses

. Discourse Markers in Political Settings

. Tendency of the Use of Markers Among Politicians

. Tendency and the Creation of 'Fandom' for Political Parties

. Tendency of Using Markers of Politicians Towards the Fandoms

. Pita Limcharoenrat: An In-Depth Examination

o N OO o A~ N

. Research Related to the Use of Discourse Markers in Different Settings

Discourse Markers and Related Approaches

The study of discourse markers (DMs) in political speeches is a growing field that
has attracted scholarly attention from various disciplines, such as linguistics, psychology,
and communication studies. Discourse markers serve as linguistic elements that connect
clauses or sentences, providing a structural framework for the discourse (Rasheed, 2019).
They also function as tools for managing conversation and aiding in text interpretation (Horn
& Ward, 2006). This dual role of DMs has led researchers to employ various frameworks,
such as Speech Act Theory and Pragmatics, to explore their source and functions (Ismail,

2012; Jiruskova, 2012).



In the realm of political discourse, the role of DMs is particularly significant. They
often structure arguments, emphasize key points, and guide the audience through the
discourse (Thohir, 2016; Furko, 2017). For instance, a study by Carreon and Svetanant (2017)
critically investigated the major elements of the political speeches of Thai Prime Minister
Gen Prayuth Chan-ocha. The study found that the Thai political discourse is often justified
using ethically modalized language, shedding light on the unique characteristics of Thai
political speeches. The study corresponds to the findings of Amir Zand-Moghadam and
Bikineh (2015), who conducted a contrastive study of DMs in Persian and English political
interviews, highlighting the role of culture and language in using DMs.

The phenomenon of political ‘fandom’ adds another layer to this discussion. Fans
of political parties or politicians often engage in activities beyond traditional political
participation, such as creating fan art, memes, and even fan fiction (Snegur, 2023). Politicians
are increasingly aware of their ‘fandoms’ and adapt their use of DMs accordingly.
For example, DMs that signal inclusivity and community can strengthen politicians and
fans’ bonds. This result corresponds with Kashiha's (2022) findings on persuasive
strategies and metadiscourse practices in political speeches.

In the Thai context, Pita Limcharoenrat has emerged as a significant figure. His
educational background and international exposure make him a unique case study for
using DMs in political speeches. Pita's pathway to becoming a candidate for Thailand's
40th Prime Minister has been marked by his educational achievements and political
affiliations. As reported by various international media outlets, he has been embraced by
young voters desperate for change (BBC News, 2023; The Guardian, 2023; The Japan
Times, 2023; The New York Times, 2023). His use of DMs reflects his educational
background, which includes an emphasis on critical thinking and a multicultural
perspective. It makes him a compelling subject for further study, especially in the context
of Ni'ma Rashid's (2020) descriptive analysis of DMs in selected political speeches.

In summary, the study of DMs in political speeches is a various field that
intersects with linguistics, psychology, and communication studies. These markers are
particularly noticeable in political settings, where they serve various functions, from

structuring speech to influencing fandoms. The case of Pita Limcharoenrat adds a layer of



complexity, as his educational and cultural background influences his use of DMs, making

him a compelling subject for further study.

Functions of Discourse Markers in Discourses

The study of discourse markers (DMs) in various discourses, particularly political
speeches, has been a subject of extensive scholarly attention. The functions of DMs in
discourse are manifold, serving to structure speech, emphasize points, and guide the
audience's interpretation (Rasheed, 2019). These linguistic elements have been studied
across multiple disciplines, including linguistics, psychology, and communication studies,
each contributing unique perspectives and methodologies to understanding DMs (Ismail,
2012; Jiruskova, 2012).

One of the primary functions of DMs is to provide a structural framework
for discourse. They connect clauses or sentences, offering a coherent and logical flow to
the conversation (Rasheed, 2019; Ni'ma Rashid, 2020). This structural role is particularly
significant in political speeches, where the effective use of DMs can enhance the
persuasiveness and impact of the speech (Furko, 2017). For instance, a study by Rasheed
(2019) explored the frequency and categories of DMs in political speeches by Donald
Trump, finding that they play a crucial role in interpreting these speeches, serving both
structural and pragmatic functions.

DMs also serve to manage the conversation and aid in text interpretation. They
are often used to convey the speaker's attitude, manage turn-taking in conversation, and
even serve rhetorical functions in persuasive discourses (Ali et al., 2020; Kashiha, 2022).
A study by Ismail (2012) employed frameworks such as Speech Act Theory and
Pragmatics to delve into the forms and functions of DMs in political speeches. Although the
study did not specify the politicians or speeches studied, it highlighted the importance of
understanding the source and functions of DMs from multiple disciplinary perspectives.

The manipulative uses of DMs in political discourse have also been explored.
Furko (2017) discussed how pragmatic markers can be used manipulatively to achieve
specific political goals. This study resembles with the findings of Amir Zand -Moghadam
and Bikineh (2015), who conducted a contrastive study of DMs in Persian and English
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political interviews. Their study highlighted the role of culture and language in DMs,
suggesting that understanding the manipulative uses requires a differed approach
considering these factors.

In the Thai context, the role of DMs in political speeches offers a unique lens
through which to understand political discourse's cultural and linguistic distinction. A study
by Carreon and Svetanant (2017) critically investigated the major elements of the political
speeches of Thai Prime Minister Gen Prayuth Chan-ocha. The study found that Thai political
discourse often employs ethically modalized language, shedding light on the unique
characteristics of Thai political speeches.

In summary, the study of the functions of DMs in discourses, particularly in political
speeches, is a rich and evolving field. These markers serve various roles, from providing
structural coherence to enabling manipulative uses for political ends. The field draws from
multiple disciplines and employs diverse frameworks, making it a fertile ground for
interdisciplinary research. As political ‘fandom’ becomes an increasingly significant
phenomenon, the role of DMs in engaging and mobilizing these unique forms of political

participation will likely become an important area of future research.

Discourse Markers in Political Settings

Discourse markers (DMs) in political settings have become a important point in
linguistics, psychology, and communication studies. These linguistic elements serve many
functions, including structuring speech, emphasizing key points, and guiding the audience's
interpretation (Bozhenkova & Wang, 2023). The role of DMs in political discourse is particularly
attracting, given their capacity to influence public opinion, mobilize supporters, constructing
cultural identity and even manipulate the narrative.

In politics, DMs are often employed to structure arguments and emphasize key
points, quiding the audience through the discourse. A study by Bozhenkova & Wang
(2023) provided insights into the use of DMs in the inauguration discourse of the Russian
Federation and the PRC, revealing that these markers serve structural and pragmatic
functions. The study highlighted the role of DMs in interpreting political speeches, thereby

underscoring their significance in this particular setting.
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The manipulative uses of DMs in political settings have also been explored.
Brodovskaya, et al. (2017) discussed how DMs can be strategically used to achieve
specific political goals. The study revealed that DMs could subtly manipulate the audience,
serving the speaker's objectives. This study corresponds with the findings of Kashiha (2022),
who examined the metadiscoursal practices in political speeches. The study found that
politicians often use a variety of metadiscourse markers, particularly interpersonal markers,
to achieve logical appeal more often than affective appeals.

Furthermore, the use of DMs in political settings is not confined to a single
language or cultural context. A study by Amir Zand-Moghadam and Bikineh (2015) provided
a contrastive analysis of DMs in political interviews in Persian and English. The study
revealed that while some DMs were common across both languages, unique markers
were used in each language, highlighting the role of cultural and linguistic factors in using
DMs in political settings.

In the Thai context, a study by Carreon and Svetanant (2017) critically investigated
the major elements of the political speeches of Thai Prime Minister Gen Prayuth Chan-ocha.
The study found that the Thai political discourse is often justified using modalized language,
shedding light on the unique characteristics of Thai political speeches. This study also adds
another layer to the complexity of studying DMs in political settings, as it indicates that
specific cultural and linguistic factors can influence their use.

Furthermore, the role of DMs in constructing cultural identity and resistance has
been explored in various contexts. For instance, the politics of dance in Iran, as a form of
cultural expression and resistance, has been analyzed through the discourse markers used
by the regime and its opponents, illustrating the power of DMs in the ideological struggle
between tradition and modernity (Tazmini, 2021). Similarly, the examination of historical
markers and their textual politics provides insights into how DMs contribute to the shaping
of historical narratives and collective memory (Alderman, 2012).

Studying discourse markers in political settings is a rich and evolving field. These
linguistic elements serve various functions, from structuring speech to subtly manipulating
the audience. The use of DMs in political discourse is influenced by various factors, including

the speaker's objectives, the cultural context, and the specific language in which the speech
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is constructed and delivered. As such, understanding the role of DMs in political settings
requires a multidisciplinary approach, drawing insights from linguistics, psychology, and

communication studies.

Tendency of the Use of Markers Among Politicians

The use of discourse markers (DMs) in political speeches has garnered significant
scholarly attention for its multifaceted implications in understanding political communication.
These linguistic elements serve as syntactic or semantic connectors and often strategic
tools reflecting the speaker's political stance and objectives. For instance, a study in the
Thai political context by Carreon and Svetanant (2017) revealed that politicians opposing
the old government led by Gen Prayuth Chan-ocha employ DMs that emphasize critique
and opposition. This strategic use of DMs can be seen as a form of political signaling,
where the markers become tools for constructing a narrative that either challenges or supports
the status.

Further, the manipulative uses of DMs in political discourse have been explored
in various studies. Bozhenkova & Wang (2023) discussed the initiation discourse of the
Russian Federation and the PRC, highlighting how DMs are used in high-profile political
settings. This corresponds to the findings of Dolinska-Rydzek (2015), who examined language
culture and politics in Russia from Gorbachev to Putin, and Sharon & Lucivero (2019), who
focused on data ethics and governance in the context of expanding health data ecosystems.

The medium through which political speech is delivered can also influence the
choice of DMs. Yakushkina (2020) pointed out that politicians might choose for different
DMs when speaking in a televised debate instead of a social media platform. Additionally,
the target audience can also influence the choice of DMs. Politicians often adapt their
discourse markers to reflect with specific demographic groups, such as young voters or
minority communities.

In international politics, Rondot and Chevry-Pébayle (2018) noted that DMs could
serve to navigate complex diplomatic relationships. Politicians may employ DMs that signal
cooperation and mutual respect when addressing international allies while using markers

that convey assertiveness and independence when speaking to or about geopolitical rivals.
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Patterson-0oi & Araujo (2022) emphasized that the strategic use of DMs extends beyond
individual politicians and can be seen as a broader characteristic of political discourse
within a party or movement.

In summary, using discourse markers in political speeches is a complex and
strategic choice that serves multiple functions. It reflects the speaker's political stance,
serves as a tool for political signaling, and can be influenced by various external factors,
such as the medium of communication and the target audience. The strategic use of these
markers is a global phenomenon but has specific characteristics in different political

contexts.

Tendency and the Creation of 'Fandom' for Political Parties

The word ‘Fandom’ comes from the combination of the words Fanclub and Kingdom,
meaning the kingdom of the fan club. It is a community or gathering of fans. The phenomenon
of political ‘fandom’ is a fascinating development in the modern political prospect, and it
has been observed in various global contexts, including Thailand. This form of engagement
goes beyond traditional political participation and enters cultural production. Fans of political
parties or politicians are not merely voters; they are active participants who create fan art,
memes, and even fan fiction to express their support or critique (Snegur, 2023). This new
form of political engagement has significant implications for how politicians use discourse
markers in their speeches.

The rise of political fandom is a response to the increasing mediatization of politics.
As politics becomes more attached with entertainment and popular culture, the lines
between politicians and celebrities blur, creating a space for fandom to flourish. Politicians
are now policy-makers and performers who need to engage their audience emotionally.
It has led to a change in the way discourse markers are used in political speeches. Politicians
increasingly use discourse markers that reflect with their 'fan base," employing language
that signals inclusivity, community, and shared values.

The impact of political fandom is not limited to the politicians themselves but
extends to the broader political discourse. The memes, fan art, and fan fiction created by

fans often include the same discourse markers used by the politicians they support,
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reinforcing the messages and narratives of the political campaign. It creates a feedback
loop where the language used by politicians and their fans becomes increasingly aligned,
amplifying the impact of the political message.

Moreover, political fandom has also been observed to have a polarizing effect on
political discourse. Fans of opposing political parties or politicians use different discourse
markers, reflecting and reinforcing the ideological divide. It can lead to different political
groups being divided by their beliefs and language, making meaningful dialogue and
compromise more challenging.

The rise of social media has further amplified the impact of political fandom.
Platforms like Twitter and Instagram allow fans to engage with politicians and each other,
creating online communities bound by shared language and discourse markers. These online
spaces become echo chambers where specific discourse markers are reinforced, further
polarizing the political landscape.

In summary, the phenomenon of political fandom is reshaping the way politics is
conducted and understood. It has changed how discourse markers are used in political
speeches, with politicians increasingly adapting their language to resonate with their fans.
It has amplified the impact of political campaigns and polarized the political discourse,

creating challenges and opportunities for democratic engagement.

Tendency of Using Markers of Politicians Towards the Fandoms

The relationship between politicians and their 'fandoms' is an evolving dynamic
that has garnered increasing attention in academic circles. Politicians are becoming more
accommodated to the power of fandoms and adapting their communication strategies
accordingly. One of the most striking manifestations is the adapted use of discourse markers
in political speeches and public addresses. Discourse markers that signal inclusivity, such
as “we”, “our”, and “us”, are being used more frequently to foster a sense of community
and shared identity among fans (Zavalska, 2023). This result is not merely a linguistic flourish;
it has touchable impacts on various aspects of political campaigns, including voter turnout,

campaign donations, and general public opinion.
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Using specific discourse markers to appeal to fandoms is part of a broader trend
in the personalization of politics. Politicians are increasingly seen as individual brands, and
their fandoms as consumer bases to be cultivated and maintained. It has led to a shift in
how political messages are crafted and delivered. Traditional political speeches focusing
only on policy and ideology give way to more personalized narratives that use discourse
markers to build emotional connections with the audience.

This trend has its critics. Some scholars argue that focusing on fandoms and
personalized politics can detract from substantive policy discussions and contribute to the
‘celebritization” of politics. However, others contend that this is a natural evolution of political
communication in the age of social media, where the boundaries between the personal
and the political are increasingly blurred.

The impact of this tailored use of discourse markers extends beyond the immediate
circle of fans and can influence the broader political discourse. The media often pick up
discourse markers used by politicians and become part of the public lexicon, further amplifying
their impact. Moreover, specific discourse markers can also serve as a litmus test for political
loyalty, with fans using the same markers to signal their loyalty to a particular politician or
party.

In the Thai context, using discourse markers to appeal to fandoms is particularly
interesting. Like their counterparts elsewhere, Thai politicians are becoming increasingly
savvy in using language to engage with their fan bases. Discourse markers that signal
opposition or critique are frequently used by politicians against the old government, while
supportive people use markers to convey agreement and endorsement.

In conclusion, politicians' tailored use of discourse markers to appeal to their fandoms
is a significant development in political communication. It reflects the increasing
personalization of politics and has a range of impacts, from voter engagement to the shaping
of public opinion. As fandoms play a more prominent role in politics, studying discourse

markers and their impact will likely remain a key area of academic inquiry.
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Pita Limcharoenrat: An In-Depth Examination

Pita Limcharoenrat’s journey to becoming a candidate for Thailand’s 30th Prime
Minister is a compelling narrative that intersects his educational background, political
views, and media engagement. His educational journey began at Bangkok Christian
College before he moved to Hamilton, New Zealand, at age 11. Living with a host family
and working part-time jobs, he developed an interest in politics while watching parliamentary
debates on television. After completing secondary school in New Zealand, he returned to
Thailand to earn a first-class honors degree in finance from Thammasat University in
2002. This achievement led to scholarships at the University of Texas at Austin and
later at Harvard University, making him the first Thai student to receive an international
scholarship from Harvard. Pita's political involvement started early; he joined Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra at the UN General Assembly in 2006. After a coup in Thailand,
he returned and was temporarily confined, missing part of his father's funeral. He eventually
completed a joint Master of Public Policy from Harvard's John F. Kennedy School of
Government and a Master of Business Administration from MIT’s Sloan School of Management
in 2011. (Wikipedia, 2023).

Pita has been a vocal promoter for democratic reforms and has gathered significant
support, particularly among young voters. His political vision is centered on transparency,
social justice, and economic reforms, which have been well-received domestically and
internationally (BBC News, 2023; The Japan Times, 2023). Media coverage has played
a pivotal role in shaping public perception of Pita. His policies and speeches have been
extensively covered by local and international media, including The Japan Times and The
Guardian, highlighting his leadership style and vision for Thailand (The Japan Times, 2023;
The Guardian, 2023).

In today's digital age, Pita has also effectively leveraged social media platforms
to engage with the electorate. His strategic use of social media has been a game-changer
in Thai politics, particularly in employing discourse markers that reflect with his target
audience (The New York Times, 2023). This multifaceted approach to politics and public
engagement makes Pita Limcharoenrat a transformative figure in Thai politics, and his

candidacy for Prime Minister has been met with significant attention and scrutiny.
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In wrapping up this chapter, it is essential to underscore the multifaceted nature
of discourse markers (DMs) in political speeches. This subject intersects with academic
disciplines such as linquistics, psychology, and communication studies. Scholars offer
differing perspectives on the role of DMs, ranging from their function as linguistic connectors
between clauses to their utility as conversational tools for text interpretation (Rasheed,
2019; Horn & Ward, 2006). A case in point is Pita Limcharoenrat, a candidate for Thailand’s
40th Prime Minister, who employs DMs like “however” to juxtapose contrasting ideas,
thereby guiding the audience’s understanding. His use of phrases like “let's consider”
reflects the influence of his Australian education, emphasizing critical thinking (Ismail, 2012).

The functions of DMs are manifold, extending from the organization of speech to
the emphasis of key points and the facilitation of audience interpretation (Rasheed, 2019).
For example, Pita strategically uses sequential markers like “firstly”, “secondly”, and “finally”
to structure his arguments, thereby aiding in audience comprehension. In media contexts,
he employs DMs such as “importantly” to highlight crucial points, a technique also
adopted by news anchors (Ali, et al., 2020). In the political arena, DMs are powerful
instruments for persuasion and mobilization (Thohir, 2016). Pita's use of phrases like
“believe me” and “listen” are calculated choices designed to build trust and capture
attention. In the Thai context, the choice of DMs can also serve as a barometer for a
politician's stance towards the government. For instance, those opposing the old
government led by Gen Prayuth Chan-ocha frequently use DMs like “unfortunately” to
accentuate their critique (Carreon & Svetanant, 2017).

Adding another dimension to this discourse is the emerging political fandom.
Supporters of politicians like Pita engage in non-traditional forms of political participation,
such as meme creation, incorporating his popular DMs like “mate” or “listen up” (Snequir,
2023). Politicians are increasingly customizing their DMs to resonate with these fandoms.
For instance, Pita employs inclusive DMs like “we” and “our” to fortify the connection with
his supporters, which can substantially impact voter turnout and campaign contributions.

In summary, the exploration of DMs in political speeches serves as an academic
attempt and a prism through which the shifting dynamics of political communication and

public involvement can be understood. As politicians like Pita Limcharoenrat continue to
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innovate in their linguistic choices, the consequences for democratic engagement and the

broader political context are profound and expansive.

Research Related to the Use of Discourse Markers in Different Settings

The study of discourse markers (DMs) has gathered considerable attention across
various disciplines, including linguistics, psychology, and communication studies. These linguistic
elements serve many functions in discourse, such as structuring speech, emphasizing points,
and guiding the audience's interpretation (Bozhenkova & Wang, 2023; Gulati, et al., 2023).
The study of DMs is not confined to a single setting but spans various contexts, including
academic discourse, everyday conversation, and media communication (Sinkuniene, et al.,
2020; Collis, et al., 2023).

DMs are pivotal in structuring arguments and guiding the reader in academic
settings. A study by Collis et al. (2023) highlighted the importance of DMs in academic
discourse, particularly in structuring arguments. It resembles with a study conducted in Saudi
Arabia by Alsaawi (2022), which found that senior university students majoring in English
employed DMs in their essays. However, the study also indicated that these students
needed assistance with the appropriate use of DMs, suggesting a gap in educational
interventions to improve the effective use of DMs in academic writing.

Media settings offer another arena where DMs are frequently employed.
Sinkuniene, et al. (2020) explored the role of DMs in media communication, particularly in
how they engage the audience and convey specific tones or attitudes. This study is
consistent with the findings of Brodovskaya, et al. (2017), who noted that DMs are less
frequent in public and formal settings like radio and television broadcasts compared to
private settings. The study suggests that the context in which DMs are used can
significantly impact their frequency and function.

DMs are not confined to the English language or any particular cultural context.
Chvostek (2023) explored the use of DMs in different languages and found substantial
differences in the use of general extenders in different discourse settings. Similarly, a study

by Offen and Hotzel (2023) focused on marking strategies in various contexts. These studies



19

underscore the universality of DMs, even though with variations influenced by language
and culture.

Moreover, DMs have been studied for their manipulative uses in political discourse.
Gulati, et al. (2023) discussed how DMs can achieve specific political goals. The study agree
on the findings of Ni'ma Rashid (2020), who conducted a descriptive analysis of DMs in
selected political speeches. These studies indicate that DMs can be strategically manipulated
to serve specific functions, particularly in settings that require persuasion or mobilization.

In summary, discourse markers are versatile linguistic elements that serve
various functions across different settings and languages. They are instrumental in structuring
discourse, managing conversations, and aiding text interpretation. However, the
appropriate use of DMs remains challenging, especially in academic settings, indicating
a need for more focused educational interventions. The study of DMs is a rich and evolving
field, drawing insights from various disciplines and offering valuable perspectives on language
use in diverse settings.

The next chapter presents the processes of the study which is employed in the

study. The approaches used for the study is presented in this chapter.



CHAPTER 1lI

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter outlines the methodology employed in this independent study,
entitled “Rhetorical Strategies and Political Persuasion: An Analysis of Discourse Markers in
Pita Limcharoenrat's Pre-Election Speeches of 2023 in Thailand”. The chapter is organized
into the following main sections:

1. Research Design

1.1 Texts for Analysis
1.2 Characteristics of Texts
1.3 Method of Text Selection
2. Data Collection
2.1 Quantitative Data Collection
2.2 Qualitative Data Collection
3. Data Analysis

3.1 Data Analysis Framework

Research Design

Texts for Analysis

Texts are the speeches during pre-election 2023 by Pita Limcharoenrat's, the
leader and candidate of Move Forward Party. The speeches were conducted in formal
settings in main provinces in Thailand such as Chiang Mai, Songkhla and Bangkok. The texts
are online and available on Youtube website, Move Forward Party channel. The texts
are aimed to persuade and mobilize voters for 2023 Thai elections in formally public setting.
These speeches are rich in DMs, strategically employed to guide the audience's interpretation
and to emphasize key points. The speeches were purposively selected based on their
relevance to the upcoming elections and are as follows:

1. Speech at Three Kings Monument, Muang, Chiang Mai, 30 April 2023 with
the duration of 7 minutes 51 seconds Speech at Big Debate, Park Paragon, Siam Paragon,

Bangkok, 6 May 2023 with the duration of 8 minutes 22 second
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2. Speech at Sapan Dam, Hat Yai, Songkhla, 7 May 2023 with the duration of
16 minutes 49 seconds

3. Final Speech at The Thai-Japanese Stadium, Wet Gymnasium 1, Bangkok,
12 May 2023 with the duration of 23 minutes 59 second. (See full texts in Appendices A-D

Method of Text Selection

The speeches were selected purposively for their relevance to the 2023 Thai
elections. These texts are verified and are accessible through Pita Limcharoenrat's official
website and social media channels such as Youtube, Move Forward Party channel. The texts

are the last four speeches on the stage before the election.

Data Collection

In this study, quantitative and qualitative data were collected. Quantitative data
were evaluated to determine the categories of DMs, whilst qualitative data were analyzed
to determine the intended meanings of DMs in Pita Limcharoenrat's speeches.

Quantitative Data Collection

The types occurred and the frequency of each DMs in the speeches were collected
with the table 1 under Swan (2005)’s classification.

Qualitative Data Collection

The intended meanings by Pita Limcharoenrat were collected from the highest
frequency of DMs used in four speeches.

For each DMs, 21 record forms with specified columns are designed. Figure 1

illustrates the sample form.
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Discourse Marker 1 Occurrence
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1. with reference to;
talking/speaking
about; regarding,

as regard; as far as..is
concerned;

as for

Figure 1 Discourse Markers Data Collection Form

Procedures for Collecting Data
1. Quantitative Data
Step 1
1. Accessed to Youtube, then search for Speeches, Move Forward Party,
or directly go to Move Forawrd Party channel and looking for the videos of speeches.
2. Downloaded the speeches to the computer in files of MP4 or videos.
3. Accessed to transcription website www.transkiptor.com and upload the videos
from the computer to this website.
4. The transcribed speeches shown in the page or website, then thoroughly
checked and revise the correctness and accuracy of the transcription.

5. Put the transcribed speeches into the table.


http://www.transkiptor.com/
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6. Translated the transcription and re-check the correctness, grammar, accuracy
word-choices and linking words by two English Teachers in Mathayomsuksa level.

7. Classified the speeches by twenty—one DMs lists of Swan (2005).

8. Counted and record the number of occurrences of each DMs.

2. Qualitative Data

Content analysis was conducted to determine the intended meanings of DMs.
The steps for qualitative data collection are as follows:

Step 1

1. Interpreted the grammatical meaning or meaning based on functions of
DMs by Swan (2005), including the frequency of each DMs used by Pita Limcharoenrat and
write an interpretation.

2. Interpreted the intended meaning bases on the occurred frequency in DMs
used by Pita Limcharoenrat and write the interpretation under the framework of Swan (2005),

then report the finding in a summary form.

Data Analysis
Data Analysis Framework

The data analysis frameworks are illustrated as below;

Investigating the types
21 types of Discourse .
» (RQ1) and analyzing the » Exploring the intended

Markers of Swan

(2005)

frequencies (RQ2) of meaning (RQ3)

occurred DMs

Figure 2 Data Analysis Framework



24

Data analysis in this study are quantitative and qualitative.

Quantitative data analysis focuses on the types and frequencies of DMs in the
selected speeches. The types of DMs by Swan (2005) are followed;

1. Focusing and linking—with reference to, regarding, as regards, as far as ....is
concerned; as for;

2. Balancing a contrasting point-on the one hand; on the other hand; whereas;
while;

3. Emphasizing a contrast-however; nevertheless; nonetheless; mind you; yet;
still; in spite of this/that; despite this/that;

4. Similarity-similarly, in the same way; just as;

5. Concession and counter-argument

5.1 Concession: it’s true; certainly; of course; granted; if; may; stressed
auxiliaries.

5.2 Counter-argument: however, even so; but, nevertheless, nonetheless; all
the same; still;

6. Contradicting-on the contrary; quite opposite

7. Dismissal or previous discourse—at least; anyway; anyhow; at any rate;
in any case

8. Change of subject-by the way; incidentally; right; all right; Now; Ok;

9. Return to the previous subject-to return to the previous point (formal); as | was
saying;

10. Structuring-first (ly); first of all; second (ly); third (ly) etc.; lastly; finally; to begin
with; to start with; in the first/second place; for one thing (informal); for another thing
(informall);

11. Adding—-moreover (very formal); furthermore (formal); in addition; as well as;
on the top that (informal); another thing is (informal); what is more; also; besides; in any
case

12. Generdlizing-on the whole, in general, in all/most / many/some cases; broadly
speaking; by and larger; to a great extent; to some extent; apart from....; except for....

13. Giving examples-for instance; for example; e.q.; in particular;
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14. Logical consequence-therefore (formal); as a result (formal); consequently
(formal); so; then;

15. Making things clear; giving detail-I mean; actually; that is to say; in other words;

16. Softening and correcting-I think; | feel; | reckon (informal); | guess (informal);
in my view/opinion (formal); apparently; so to speak; more or less; sort of (informal); kind of
(informal); well; really; that is to say; at least; | afraid; | suppose, or rather; actually; | mean;

17. Gaining time-let me see; let’s see; well; you know; | don’t know; | mean;
kind of; sort of

18. Showing one’s attitude to what one is saying-honestly; frankly; no doubt

19. Persuading-after all; look; look here

20. Referring to the other person’s expectation—actually; in fact; as a matter of fact;
to tell the truth; well;

21. Summing up-in conclusion; to sum up; briefly; in short Quantitative data based
on the sorts of DMs present in the chosen discourses. Intentional meaning is classified and

displayed in Table 1.

Table 1 Type and frequency for quantitative analysis

No. Types of DMs DMs Frequency
1 Focusing and linking with reference to,
regarding;
as regards;

as far as ....is concerned;

as for;

Qualitative data analysis employs content analysis bases on the occurred
frequency to identify the intended messages conveyed by Pita Limcharoenrat to the audience.
The amounts or frequencies of DMs used in the speeches can be interpreted to the intended
meaning in particular the high frequently used of DMs is also interpreted to be the main
purpose in the speeches. The data is based on the sorts of discourse markers found in the

selected discourses. The intended meaning is grouped and given in Table 2.



Table 2 Intended meaning for qualitative analysis

26

No.

Types of DMs

Statement in Speech

Intended Meaning

5.1

Concession

During the stressed same
time that auxiliaries. | was in
the region; a child ran up to
me and told me that he is
still wished to remain in this
country and did not want to
go. Can you cancel my

military conscription?

Pita focused on the question
of whether it’s possible to
cancel the military
conscription for the child who
expressed a strong desire to

remain in the country.

For the next chapter, is the result of data collections, types and frequencies of

DMs used, including the intended meaning conveyed by Pita Limcharoenrat are presented

in the table and explanations.



CHAPTER IV

RESULTS

Chapter 4 serves as the cornerstone of this study, presenting the empirical findings
derived from the analysis of discourse markers in Pita Limcharoenrat's pre—election speeches
for the 2023 Thai elections. This chapter uses quantitative and qualitative methodologies
to shed light on the types, frequencies, and intended meanings of discourse markers
employed by Pita Limcharoenrat. The data presented here in offer an understanding of the
candidate's rhetorical strategies and political persuasion tactics. This chapter is structured
first to present the quantitative findings, followed by the qualitative insights, and finally,
a synthesis of the overall results. The objective is to provide a comprehensive view that
aligns with the research questions posited in the initial chapters. The full speeches are

introduced in Appendices A-D.

Research Question 1 and 2: What types of discourse markers (DMs) are utilized
and how frequently do these discourse markers (DMs) appear in Pita
Limcharoenrat's pre-election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections?

A comprehensive analysis was conducted to address the first and second research
questions regarding the types of discourse markers (DMs) utilized in Pita Limcharoenrat's
pre—election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections. The findings have been systematically
summarized and presented in Table 3. This table delineates the various categories and specific
types of DMs that Pita Limcharoenrat employed in his speeches, offering a structured

overview that aids in understanding his rhetorical choices.
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No. Types of DMs DMs S1 S2 S3 S4 Frequency
because, regarding, that's,
1 Focusing and linking - 3 - 1 4
as far as
2 Balancing a contrasting point but, whereas, while - 1 - 2 3
still
3 Emphasizing a contrast 2 1 5 3 1
however, nevertheless
4 Similarity - - - - 0
Concession and Counter It’s, certainly, so, of course,
5 - 3 1 15 19
Argument however, but, nevertheless
6 Contradicting - - - - 0
7 Dismissal or previous discourse at least - - 1 - 1
8 Change of subject now, all right, ok 1 - 2 1 4
9 Return to the previous subject - - - - 0
first, firstly, second, third,
10 Structuring 2 5 2 2 9
finally
also, moreover, as well as,
1 Adding besides, another, - % 7 6 16
furthermore
12 Generdlizing in general - - - - 0
13 Giving examples for instance - - - - 0
therefore, because, so,
14 Logical consequence - 5 2 7 14
consequently
Making things clear or giving that’s, | mean, actually,
15 - 1 1 1 3
detail that is to say
I think, | feel, well, really, |
16 Softening and correcting - 2 1 - 3
suppose
17 Gaining time well, | mean, let me see - 1 1 - 2
Showing one’s attitude to what
18 - - - - 0
one is saying
19 Persuading - - - - 0
Referring to the other person’s
20 - - - - 0
expectation
21 Summing up therefore, in conclusion - 1 1 - 2
Total 5 24 24 38 91

According to Table 3, based on the results presented in Table 4, Pita

Limcharoenrat's use of discourse markers (DMs) in his pre-election speeches for the 2023

Thai elections is both varied and strategic. The data highlights the selective employment of
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specific types of DMs across the four speeches. For instance, the most frequently used
type of DMs is those for “Concession and Counter Argument”, which appear 19 times
across the speeches, particularly dominating in Speech 4. Another notable category is
“Logical Consequence”, with a total frequency of 14, which also features prominently
in the longer Speech 4. The DMs that emphasize a contrast, categorized as “Emphasizing
a contrast”, are also not negligible, appearing 11 times across all four speeches.

In the shorter speeches, Speeches 1 and 2, fewer types of DMs are utilized, with
an emphasis on markers that serve to structure the speech (“Structuring”) and those that
emphasize contrast (“Emphasizing a contrast™). In contrast, the longer speeches, Speeches
3 and 4, display a more diverse and different use of DMs. Categories like “Adding” and
“Logical Consequence” come into play more frequently, indicating a more complex narrative
structure.

It is interesting to note that some categories of DMs, such as “Similarity”,
“Contradicting”, “Generalizing”, “Giving examples”, and “Persuading”, were not used at all
in any of the speeches. This result focuses on an argumentation rather than simple agreement
or persuasion tactics. Overall, Pita Limcharoenrat's use of DMs suggests a well-thought-out
strategy to quide the audience through complex arguments, particularly in the longer
speeches where the diversity and frequency of DMs are more pronounced.

For the frequency of discourse markers (DMs) in Pita Limcharoenrat's is influenced
by the length and complexity of each speech. Across all four speeches, 91 instances of DMs
were identified, distributed unevenly among various categories. The category “Concession
and Counter Argument” had the highest frequency, appearing 19 times. It was followed
by “Logical Consequence” and “Adding”, which were noted 14 and 16 times, respectively.
“Emphasizing a Contrast” was another significant category with 11 instances. Interestingly,
these categories primarily feature in the longer speeches, Speeches 3 and 4, indicating a
greater need for different argumentation and logical flow in these presentations. When
comparing the shorter speeches (Speeches 1 and 2) to the longer ones (Speeches 3 and 4),
it is evident that the frequency of DMs increases with the length of the speech. For example,

while Speech 1 contains only 5 instances of DMs, Speech 4 boasts a notable 38 instances.
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Speeches 2 and 3 fall in with 24. This result suggests that the longer the speech, the greater
the variety and number of DMs employed.

Some categories of DMs, including “Similarity”, “Contradicting”, “Generalizing”,
“Giving examples”, and “Persuading”, were absent, indicating that these types of markers
were either not deemed necessary or not strategically chosen for these particular speeches.
The data shows that Pita Limcharoenrat employs discourse markers more frequently and
diversely in longer speeches, using them to build complex arguments and maintain logical

coherence.

Research Question 3: What intended meanings can be discerned in Pita
Limcharoenrat's pre-election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections through the
functions of these discourse markers (DMs)?

The third research question explores the intended meanings conveyed through
DMs in Pita Limcharoenrat's pre-election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections. This inquiry
focuses on understanding these linquistic elements' strategic and ideological implications
within the broader context of political rhetoric. The results are illustrated in Tables 4-7.
A comprehensive summary and interpretation of the findings from Tables 5-7 will be provided

after the presentation of the last table.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
3 Emphasizing a still 2 “Hey, what's up? Casual tone to
contrast And this is the voice appear relatable;
of Prime Minister, in acknowledges not
parentheses, still be  yet elected as
a candidate.” Prime Minister.
“Who still Reminds of initial
remembers the first ~ transformative
button? Transform efforts; outlines
from intruders to policy goals on
pioneers, change the  land and culture.
land law amnesty,
and create special
cultural zones for our
ethnic brothers and
sisters.”
8 Change of now 1 “I'm now at Sam Location provides
subject Kasat in Chiang Mai.  context; question
What party are you aims to
affiliated with?” understand
political alignment
of the audience.
10 Structuring Firstly 2 “Firstly, | want to Acknowledgment
Finally thank the people of ~ of support; aims

Chiang Mai for giving
us, the Future
Forward Party, more

than 250,000 votes.”

to strengthen
rapport with
constituents from

Chiang Mai.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
“Finally, who has an  Likely
orange pen to metaphorical;

overthrow the

regime? Show it

rallying call for

collective action

quickly.” against the
current
government.
Table 5 Results of intended meaning of Speech 2
No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
1 Focusing and because 3 “Because Move Clarifies the
linking regarding Forward Party party's stance on
that's believes that diversity; presents

embracing diversity
can become a
strength, not a

weakness.”

“Regarding conflicts,

Move Forward Party
also has; however,
it’s about how an
organization or
society handles them.
Is there enough
maturity? Is there a
safe space for

expression?”

it as a source of

strength.

Acknowledges the
presence of
internal conflicts
but emphasizes
the importance of
mature, open

dialogue.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
“That's what they Prepares the
are trying to ask, so | audience for a
will answer this structured, multi-
question on three layered response
levels.” to a posed
question.
2 Balancing a but 1 “If you say you want  Criticizes the
contrasting creativity but enforce  contradiction in
point only one way of promoting
thinking,” creativity while
imposing a
singular
viewpoint.
3 Emphasizing a however 1 Regarding conflicts, Acknowledges the

contrast

Move Forward Party
also has; however,
it’s about how an

organization or

society handles them.

Is there enough
maturity? Is there a
safe space for

expression?

existence of
internal conflicts
within the Move
Forward Party,
while
emphasizing the
importance of
mature handling
and open

dialogue.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended

DMs speech meaning

5 Concession certainly 3 “Certainly, there will  Recognizes that

and Counter- however be conflicts at every conflicts are an
argument but level—society, inevitable part of

company, family.”

Regarding conflicts,
Move Forward Party
also has; however,
it’s about how an
organization or
society handles them.
Is there enough
maturity? Is there a
safe space for

expression?

“If you say you want
creativity but enforce
only one way of
thinking, and exile
those who think
differently, you can't
turn differences into

strengths.”

any collective,
whether it's in
society, a company,

or a family.

Acknowledges the
existence of internal
conflicts within the
Move Forward
Party, while
emphasizing the
importance of
mature handling

and open dialogue.

Criticizes the
contradiction of
encouraging
creativity while
imposing a singular
way of thinking,
arguing that such
an approach will not
turn diversity into

strength.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
10 Structuring first 3 “The first level is Outlines a
second societal, the second ~ framework for
third is within the discussing an
workplace, and the issue,
third is personal.” categorizing it into
three distinct
levels: societal,
workplace, and
personal, possibly
to address the
complexity and
multiple
dimensions of the
issue.
1 Adding also 2 “Regarding conflicts, To show that the

Move Forward Party
also has; however,
it’s about how an

organization or

society handles them.

Is there enough
maturity? Is there a
safe space for

expression?”

“I'also think that, in
terms of labor laws,
what they call "hiring
practices," whether

it's in interviews or

move forward
party also has the
conflicts in the

organization.

To add more the
opinion for the

previous idea.
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No. Types of
DMs

DMs

Frequency

Statement in

speech

Intended

meaning

14 Logical

consequence

therefore
because

SO

whatever, I'm not
sure if there are
discrimination laws or
rules for such
practices. It's
something that needs
further examination.”
“Therefore, a society
that doesn’t
discriminate and
manages conflicts
maturely is the way
forward for Thailand,
which is what Move
Forward Party is

striving for.”

Answer directly,
“because | believe
it's time for Thai
society to accept
diverse political
opinions with
maturity.”
“Because Move
Forward Party
believes that
embracing diversity
can become a
strength, not a

weakness.”

Advocacy for a
non-
discriminatory and

mature society.

Call for openness
and maturity in

political discourse.

Endorsement of
diversity as a
strength, not a

liability.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
“Because if we allow  Advocacy for free
expressions, it opens ~ expression as a
the door for trial and ~ catalyst for
error, leading to innovation and
freedom, innovation, growth.
and creativity.”
“That's what they are  Expressing the
trying to ask, so | will  attention in
answer this question ~ answering the
on three levels.” question.
15 Making things that is 1 “That's what they are  Intent to provide
clear or giving trying to ask, so | will @ comprehensive
detail answer this question ~ answer by
on three levels.” discussing multiple
aspects or layers
of the issue.
16 Softening and I think 2 “At the company Suggesting that
correcting

level, | think, well,
currently, the
sentiment of the

times has changed...”

current attitudes
or perspectives
within the
corporate
environment have
evolved.
Expressing an
opinion on the
specific aspect of
labor laws related
to how
employees are

recruited.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
“l also think that, in ~ Expressing an
terms of labor laws, opinion on the
what they call “hiring ~ specific aspect of
practices,”...” labor laws related
to how
employees are
recruited.

17 Gaining time well 1 “At the company Expressing the
level, | think, well, view that current
currently, the attitudes or
sentiment of the conditions within
times has changed...”  the corporate

environment have
evolved.

21 Summing up therefore 1 “Therefore, a society ~ Arguing that the

that doesn’t
discriminate and
manages conflicts
maturely is the way
forward for Thailand,
which is what Move
Forward Party is

striving for.”

ideal future for
Thailand is one
where there is no
discrimination and
conflicts are
handled maturely;
this is the goal of
the Move

Forward Party.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
3 Emphasizing a still 5 “I'm lucky to have Suggests that the

contrast eaten more than one
boiled egg, so | still
remember what was

said.”

“Bring the southern
leaders to Songkhla.
Many people still
don't understand how
committed the Move
Forward Party is to
the people of Hat
Yai.”

“Kotom used to ride a
motorcycle and eat
sticky rice with
chicken. He is still

here.”

“Who's been to the

new Sadao

speaker is
grateful for their
experiences,
which help them
remember
important past

conversations.

Urges the
necessity of
showcasing the
party's
commitment to
southern regions,
highlighting that
it's not well-

understood.

Highlights the
unchanged,
relatable nature
of a person
(Kotom) as a way
to establish
familiarity or

credibility.

Criticizes

inefficiencies in
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
checkpoint? It's been  infrastructure
built for two or three  development,
years and still hasn't  pointing out the
opened to this day.”  unopened Sadao
checkpoint as an
example.
“Last year, | took a Comments on the
train from Hat Yai to  19¢k of
Padang Besar, development or
crossing into Penang. ~ Improvement in
The platform is still the train platform,
the same old perhaps as a
platform, dear broader comment
brothers and sisters.” ~ On stagnation.
5 Concession o) 1 “Good thing | ate Uses humor to
and counter- three boiled eggs, so ~ cover a
argument | can remember momentary lapse
where | was in my in memory,
speech. Are you suggesting that
kidding me?” eating boiled
eggs helps with
recollection.
8 Change of alright 2 “Alright, alright, Acknowledges
subject excuse me Pi Pod. I'l someone (Pi Pod)

take a moment to

receive a garland.”

while indicating
they'll briefly
pause to
participate in a

ceremonial act.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
10 Structuring first 2 “I'm Pita, first on the ~ Clarifies the
party list.” speaker's position
within a political
party,
emphasizing their
prominence.
“Excuse me, | need ~ Uses a casual
to go pick up some excuse for a brief
salak fruit first.” pause or
departure,
perhaps invoking
local culture with
the mention of
'salak fruit.'
1 Adding also 7 “Dad (Pita) also Expresses

loves Som (the fans),

folks.”

“And Dad (Pita) also
loves Fah (the fans),

folks.”

affection for his
supporters
(referred to as
Som), adding a
personal, familial
tone by using
“Dad”.
Reiterates the
love and affection
for another group
of fans (Fah),
maintaining the
familial and

personal tone.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended

DMs speech meaning

Shares personal
music preference
to establish local
or cultural
connection,
possibly to gain
relatability.

Temporaril
“And Ialso tell him porarty

) switches to Thai
that the only artist

to discuss a
from Songkhla that |

) o specific local
listen to is Pi Pod

. issue: a promise
from Moderndog.

to improve the
community within

eight years.

Emphasizes that

“Just one moment in
the speaker, as a

Thai please. For the ) o
Prime Ministerial

community, they )
candidate, has

also promised that in )
specific

eight years they

would build a good

community.”

“So, we've reached

this point, and | must

say that Pitha

Limcharoenrat, the

30th Prime Ministerial
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
candidate of Thailand, commitments for
also has promises for  the people of Hat
the people of Hat Yai.
Yai.”
“The song, “The Draws a cultural
Promise at Hat Yai,” connection by
also speaks of referencing a
promises at a song about
platform. This song promises made in
was written in the Hat Yai, giving
year 2537 (1994).” historical context
to the speech.
14 Logical Therefore 2 “Therefore, Ensure and
consequence because whenever we reach promise to the

the government,
transportation
between provinces
and within Songkhla
will be seamless
under the name of
Prime Minister Pitha
Limcharoenrat,
definitely, dear

brothers and sisters.”

“When talking about
Kun Yiew, the
Pyramid, or Brother

Pod Modern Dog, it's

people that the
transportation will
be seamless in

the future.

Refer to people
who have abilities
and creativities in

Songkhla
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
because people in Province, that is
Songkhla are necessary to
exceptional and mention.
creative.”
15 Making things that is 1 “They say they Criticizes the
clear or giving guarantee everything  failure of current
detail will be good; or previous
everything is administrations to
expensive and wages  improve the
are low. Everything is  quality of life,
just going down, pointing out
down, down, except  increasing drug
one thing is rising, abuse as an
and that is drug exception.
abuse, folks.”
16 Softening and really 1 “Do any of you Questions the
correcting remember that over effectiveness of
the past eight years,  past promises
someone made a made about
promise in Hat Yai, peace in Hat Yai,
saying to choose suggesting that
something peaceful. the situation may
So, is it really be stagnant
peaceful or is it dead  rather than
silent?” peaceful.
17 Gaining time let’s see 1 “Wow! So many Expresses

people came. Let's
see if Songkhla can

take it.”

excitement about

the turnout and

playfully
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No. Types of
DMs

DMs

Frequency

Statement in

speech

Intended

meaning

21 Structuring

in conclusion

“In conclusion, let's
do it like the Prime
Minister's advisors, no
more speeches, let's

just sing.”

challenges the
capacity of
Songkhla to
handle the crowd.
Suggests ending
the event in a
light-hearted
manner, poking
fun at the more
traditional
approaches of

political advisors.

Table 7 Results of intended meaning of Speech 4

No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
1 Focusing and regard 1 “What we want Outlines a vision
linking regarding water is  for water
not to have droughts, =~ management,
carry water to including
people, and during prevention of
the rainy season, droughts and
help people escape floods.
floods.”
2 Balancing a while 2 “While we are Draws attention

contrasting

point

discussing this, there
is Khun Yok, who is

only 15 years old,

to the specific
case of a young

person detained
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
currently detained under a
under Article 112.” controversial law,
linking it to larger
discussions.
“While the royal Questions the
status and power older generation's
should be above role in politicizing
politics and under the ~ royal institutions
constitution, what the ~ @nd the impact
new generation, or this has on the
even you, must face, ~ Younger
isn't it because of our ~ 9eneration.
generation that has
been constantly
politicizing the
institution and framing
dissenters?"
3 Emphasizing a still 3 “At the same time, Shares an
contrast yet when | was in the anecdote to

areq, kids ran up to
me saying they still
have dreams of living
in this country, don't
want to move
abroad, can we
abolish conscription

for them?”

advocate for the
abolition of
conscription,
based on the
aspirations of the
younger
generation to
remain in their

country.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
“Therefore, | am Expresses
ready today to serve  commitment to
as Prime Minister for  serve as a leader
all Thais, whether or  for all citizens,
not you agree with regardless of
me, | will still be political affiliations
your Prime Minister.”  or disagreements.
“What many people Acknowledges the
don't know is that our ~ diversity of
collective dreams are  aspirations among
simple yet diverse.”  the population but
highlights their
essential
simplicity.
5 Concession if 15 “If you are from Targets specific
and counter— still Chiang Mai or Chiang  geographical

argument

Rai, our dream is
simply to have clean

air to breathe.”

“If you are someone
in Thailand without
land of your own to
cultivate, Our dream

is simple: just to have

areas, stating that
their basic
aspiration is clean
air, thus shedding
light on
environmental

issues

Speaks to
landless
individuals,
stating that their

simple dream is
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning

land of our own to to own land for
cultivate.” cultivation, thus

“If you are from the
Eastern region, all we
ask is for air that
doesn't stink of mines

or rubbish factories.”

“If you are listening
and you are from the
Northeast region,
what we want
regarding water is not
to have droughts,
carry water to
people, and during
the rainy season,

help people escape

floods.”

touching on social
and economic

issues.

Highlights the
environmental
concerns in the
Eastern region,
specifying the
issue of air
pollution from
mines and waste
processing

facilities.

Addresses
concerns in the
Northeast about
water
management,
specifically
tackling droughts

and floods.
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No. Types of
DMs

DMs

Frequency

Statement in

speech

Intended

meaning

“If you are from the
upper Northern
region, it probably

concerns forest fires.”

“Meanwhile, if you
happen to be an
older generation in
this country, what
you dream of is just
that the government
will take better care
of you than just
providing a boiled
eqgg after your

retirement.

“If you are the same
age as me, at the
age of being a father,
we hope it will end

with our generation.”

Targets the upper
Northern region,
identifying forest
fires as their
primary concern,
again highlighting
environmental

issues.

Speaks to the
older generation,
emphasizing that
their minimal
expectations are
for better
governmental
support in
retirement,
beyond just basic

provisions.

Addresses peers
who are of
parenting age,
suggesting that
they share a
hope that societal
issues can be
resolved by their

generation.
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No. Types of
DMs

DMs

Frequency

Statement in

speech

Intended

meaning

“If you are a young
person of the new
generation listening,
you probably want to
abolish the
conscription and take
back our lives, follow
our dreams, and start

our own careers.”

“Until now, when
giving speeches, they
still say, ‘Come out
in large numbers,
they will overthrow.’
‘Come out in large
numbers, and they
will destroy the

palace.”

“If anyone feels
agitated, angry, or
hateful toward what
the new generation is

doing, we need to

Speaks to the
younger
generation, noting
their desire for
more personal
freedom and the
abolition of
mandatory
conscription, so
they can pursue
their dreams and
careers freely.
Criticizes scare
tactics used in
speeches by
others, implying
that rallying in
large numbers
will lead to dire
consequences like
overthrowing the
government or
damaging the

palace.

Encourages self-
reflection,

especially among
older generations,

regarding the
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
look back at ourselves  politicization of

sensibly and institutions,

responsibly. It is
because of what we
did in the past,
politicizing institutions
and framing the new

generation.”

“If we can do this,
we will be able to
solve old problems,
face new challenges,
and lead Thailand

toward the future.”

“I' understand, there
are still many people
who once agreed
with the coups. You
don't trust politicians
who come from
elections, and you
also don't believe that
the parliamentary
system can actually
solve the country's

problems.”

suggesting that
this has framed
or influenced the
actions of the

new generation.

Optimistic
statement
expressing that
by addressing the
root causes of
current issues,
Thailand can
move towards a

brighter future.

Acknowledges
public mistrust in
politicians and the
parliamentary
system, possibly
stemming from
past political
instability or

coups.
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No.

Types of
DMs

DMs

Frequency

Statement in

speech

Intended

meaning

Until now, when

giving speeches, they

still say, ‘Come out

in large numbers,

they will overthrow.’

‘Come out in large
numbers, and they
will destroy the

palace.”

“Let's distribute land

to people who have

been fighting for 35—

50 years, still don't
have their own land
to farm, and have
been burdened with
over 80,000 legal

cases during the

government's tenure.”

“Therefore, | am

Criticizes scare
tactics used in
speeches by
others, implying
that rallying in
large numbers
will lead to dire
consequences like
overthrowing the
government or
damaging the

palace.

Advocates for
land distribution
to marginalized
communities who
have been
fighting for their
rights for decades
and have faced
legal burdens.
Declares

readiness to

ready today to serve  serve as an

as Prime Minister for  inclusive leader

all Thais, whether or ~ for everyone,

not you agree with irrespective of

me, | will still be whether they

your Prime Minister.” ~ agree with him or

not.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
DMs speech meaning
8 Change of now 1 “You don't have to Promises to carry
subject worry, the torch is on the mission or
now in my hands, it ideals steadfastly;
will never be suggests that
extinguished.” under his
leadership, the
values he stands
for will not fade
away.
9 Structuring first 2 “To pull Thailand out ~ Outlines a plan to

of political turmoil, |
see two moves in my
vision. The first is to

put an end to the

cycle of coups d'état.”

“And we have to do
three things together.
First, reform the
military so that it is
under civilian control,
effective but small,
has welfare, respects
human rights, and
employs professional
soldiers to defend
against external
threats and to stop
meddling in domestic

affairs.”

stabilize Thailand
by ending the
repetitive cycle of

military coups.

Elaborates on the
first step of the
plan, advocating
military reform to
place it under
civilian control
and focus on
external defense
rather than

domestic politics.
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M Adding also 6 “Dad (Pita) also Affirms love and
loves Som (fan appreciation for a
club),” specific fan club,
likely to build

rapport and
emotionall

connection.

“And Dad (Pitha) Same as above

also loves Fah (fan but for a different

club).” fan club.

“And Dad (Pita) also Expands the

loves all the people.” expression of love
and appreciation
to include all
people,
emphasizing

inclusivity.

“We also want Advocates for
decentralization in our  decentralization
country; people born  as a way to allow
in that province can local communities
solve its problems to address their

themselves.” own issues.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
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" understand, there Acknowledges
are still many people  public distrust in
who once agreed the political
with the coups. You system but
don't trust politicians implies the need
who come from for change.
elections, and you
also don't believe
that the
parliamentary system
can actually solve the
country's problems."
Up to this point, we Calls for courage
must also dare to to address new
face new challenges." issues, suggesting
a pivotal moment
for action.
14 Logical therefore 7 “Therefore, the next Emphasizes the
sequences SO leader of Thailand need for a

must be someone
with initiative to
develop the country

further.”

proactive leader
focused on
national

development.
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No. Types of
DMs

DMs

Frequency

Statement in

speech

Intended

meaning

“Therefore, the next
leader who will solve
old problems must be
ready to cut the cycle
of coups and restore
faith in Thailand's

democratic system.”

“Therefore, the next
Prime Minister and
leaders must be able
to work within a
democratic system
that has a King as
the symbolic head.
They should
delicately handle
royal power and
status to improve
relations between the

King and the public.”

“Therefore, | am
ready today to serve
as Prime Minister for
all Thais, whether or
not you agree with
me, | will still be your

Prime Minister.”

Argues that the

next leader must
address systemic
issues, particularly
breaking the cycle
of military coups,
to restore faith in

democracy.

Advocates for
leaders who can
navigate
Thailand's unique
political landscape,
emphasizing the
need for respectful
interaction
between
democratic
leadership and

the monarchy.

Declares
readiness to
serve dll citizens,
regardless of
political
alignment, in a

unifying role.
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“Therefore, Urges people to

respected and loved
partners, friends, and
everyone, on the 14th
of May, go to the
booth, choose Move
Forward, and make

Thailand different.”

“This is good, having
more than one boiled

egg, so | remember

where my speech is.”

“Let's start anew in
educational reform,
so that our younger
generation can
graduate and be
competitive in the

global arena.”

vote for the Move
Forward Party as
a vehicle for
change in the
upcoming

elections.

A humorous way
to indicate the
speaker is well-
prepared and
focused on
delivering their

speech.

Calls for
comprehensive
educational
reform to ensure
that the younger
generation is
equipped with
the skills to

compete globally.
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No. Types of DMs Frequency Statement in Intended
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15 Making things actually 1 “l understand, there  The speaker

clear or giving

detail

are still many people
who once agreed
with the coups. You
don't trust politicians
who come from
elections, and you
also don't believe that
the parliamentary
system can actually
solve the country's

problems.”

acknowledges
that some people
have lost faith in
democratic
processes and
elected politicians,
perhaps favoring
military
intervention as a
form of

governance.

According to Table 4, the results of the analysis of intended meaning in Speech 1

reveal the utilization of various discourse markers (DMs) to guide the audience through the
speaker's message. The speaker employs contrasting emphasis through the word “still,”
which serves two purposes: first, to casually note that they are yet to be elected as Prime
Minister while maintaining a relatable tone, and second, to remind the audience of the
initial transformative efforts taken, focusing on land law amnesty and cultural zones for
ethnic groups. The term “now” is used to switch subjects and context, highlighting the
speaker's location in Chiang Mai and attempting to gauge the political alignment of the
audience. Structuring elements like “Firstly” and “Finally” help acknowledge constituents’
support in Chiang Mai and serve as a rallying call for collective action against the current
regime, respectively. The speech employs these DMs effectively to build rapport, clarify
intentions, and call for action.

In addition to Table 5, the analysis of intended meaning in Speech 2 highlights
the strategic use of various discourse markers (DMs) to articulate and strengthen the

speaker's message. Focusing and linking markers like “because”, “regarding”, and
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“that's” are used to clarify the Move Forward Party's positions on embracing diversity as a
strength and advocating for open dialogue. A balancing marker, “but”, is employed to
critique the hypocrisy of promoting creativity while enforcing a singular way of thinking.
The speaker also uses markers to emphasize contrast and counter-arguments,
acknowledging that conflicts are inevitable in any collective but emphasizing the
importance of mature, open dialogue for conflict resolution.

Structuring markers divide the discussion into multiple layers or dimensions,
offering a comprehensive framework for understanding the issue. Markers indicating logical
conseguences, such as “therefore” and “because”, advocate for a non-discriminatory, mature
society and call for an open, mature approach to political discourse. Markers for softening
and correcting, like “I think”, express the speaker's own opinions less assertively. Lastly,
the marker "therefore" sums up the Move Forward Party's ultimate goal: creating a society
without discrimination, where conflicts are managed maturely. Overall, the speech
employs a carefully chosen array of DMs to articulate its key messages, outline its policy
positions, and engage with its audience effectively.

Regarding Table 6, the analysis of Speech 3 demonstrates a judicious use of
various types of discourse markers (DMs) to convey messages and connect with the
audience. The frequent use of the marker “still” emphasizes contrasts in various scenarios,
such as highlighting the party's lack of recognized commitment in southern regions and
criticizing inefficiencies in infrastructure. Concession and counter —argument markers like
“s0” are used for humor, as seen when the speaker jokes about eating boiled eggs to
remember the speech.

The DM “all right” signals a subject change, often used when the speaker is
interrupted for ceremonial acts or needs to pause. Structuring markers like “first” clarify
the speaker's prominence within the political party and provide a lighthearted excuse for
taking a break from the speech. The marker “also” adds layers of meaning, expressing
affection for fans and adding personal anecdotes to bolster the speaker's credibility and
relatability.

The marker “that is” is employed to give further detail, specifically when the speaker

criticizes the administration for its failures, pointing out rising drug abuse as a stark exception
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to their claims. “Really” is used to question and correct perceptions, as when questioning
the efficacy of past peace promises. The DM “let’s see” serves to gain time and infuses
excitement and challenge regarding the event turnout. Finally, “in conclusion” is used to
signal the end of the speech, but with a humorous twist, mocking the formal tendencies of
political advisors. Overall, the speech strategically employs a range of DMs to balance serious
political commentary with humor, personal anecdotes, and cultural references, enhancing
its depth and accessibility.

For Table 7, it presents an in-depth analysis of discourse markers (DMs) in
Speech 4, a comprehensive discourse that touches upon various critical socio —political
issues facing Thailand. The speech adeptly utilizes DMs to help structure the discussion
and lead the audience through various topics. For instance, the DM “regard” is used to
clarify a broad vision for water management, emphasizing the necessity of preventing
droughts and floods.

In addressing controversial topics like the detention of youth under Article 112, the
DM “while” is employed to balance contrasting viewpoints. This technique helps the
speaker question the older generation's role in politicizing royal institutions. Likewise, DMs
like “still” and “yet” highlight the younger generation's aspirations, such as their desire to
abolish conscription.

The speaker also uses DMs to focus on specific issues affecting various geographical
areas in Thailand, using “if” and “still”, localized concerns like clean air and land
ownership are brought to the forefront. In a departure from the issue-based discussion, the
term “now” marks a transition where the speaker assures the audience of his steadfast
commitment to the mission.

Another notable use of DMs is seen in the section outlining a plan to end the
cycle of military coups in Thailand. The term “first” emphasizes the initial steps, including
military reform to bring it under civilian control. Furthermore, the DM “also” is repeatedly used
to express love and appreciation for specific groups and to advocate for decentralization.

The speech concludes with a bold declaration of readiness to serve as an inclusive
leader, irrespective of public opinion. Using discourse markers in the speech is strategic and

effective, providing a structured approach to address many intricate socio—political issues.
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In comparing the use of discourse markers (DMs) in shorter speeches, Speeches
1 and 2, with the longer ones, Speeches 3 and 4, it is apparent that the speaker, Pita,
employs DMs more strategically and diversely in the longer discourses. In speeches that
span less than 10 minutes, DMs tend to be more straightforward and concentrated, often
serving as simple transitional elements or basic connectors between ideas. However, in the
longer speeches that exceed 10 minutes, Pita demonstrates a several use of DMs to weave
a complex narrative across various socio—political issues. Here, DMs are not just connectors
but also tools for emphasis, contrast, concession, and even for changing the subject. They
serve better to guide the audience through intricate arguments and thematic shifts, providing
both depth and breadth to the discussion. Overall, the longer the speech, the more
sophisticated the deployment of DMs, allowing for a more layered and structured presentation

of idea.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

In this chapter, the focus shifts to synthesizing key findings and insights from
the comprehensive analysis conducted. This final chapter aims to summarize significant
results, discuss broader implications for political discourse and communication, and explore
potential avenues for future research. Recommendations for enriching the understanding of
the strategic use of discourse markers in shaping public opinion and political landscapes will

also be presented.

Summary of the study

In summary, this research aimed to investigate discourse markers (DMs) in
the political speeches of Pita Limcharoenrat, a candidate in Thailand's 2023 elections.
Three primary objectives guided the study: to identify the types of DMs used, to examine
their frequency, and to explore their intended meanings within the context of political
rhetoric. Four speeches were selected for analysis using a purposive sampling method. The
first two speeches were less than 10 minutes long, while the latter two exceeded 10 minutes.

The first research question revealed 14 of 21 DMs were utilized in four speeches,
they were also used for various functions, including emphasis, concession, and structuring.
This variety suggests that DMs serve multiple roles in shaping the discourse and guiding
the audience's interpretation.

The second research question showed an interesting trend: the frequency of DMs
increased in the longer speeches in particular the DMs “Concession and counter argument”,
“Adding”, and “Logical consequence” respectively were top three that utilized by
Pita Limcharoenrat. This finding also implies that the length of a speech may influence the
strategic use of DMs, potentially to maintain audience engagement or to emphasize key
points.

The third research question delved deeper into the intended meanings behind the

use of these DMs. They were mostly utilized to range the structure of contents, to contrast
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and emphasize the ideas, and concede and counter arguing. Detailed findings related
to this aspect are elaborated in Tables 4-7, with a conclusive summary following Table 7.
Collectively, the results of this study contribute to an understanding of how
DMs are strategically employed in political discourse. They are not merely linguistic
elements but tools wielded with intent, particularly in political communication. This
research adds to the existing body of literature and opens avenues for future studies that

further explore the strategic use of linguistic elements in political settings.

Discussion of the study

The following discussion section will delve into the intricacies of our findings
concerning the research questions posed at the outset of this study. Specifically, we will
address Research Questions 1 through 3, examining the strategic use of discourse markers
in political speeches, the influence of speech length on the complexity of discourse markers,
and the effectiveness of these markers in conveying socio-political messages. Through a
detailed analysis of four distinct speeches, we aim to show how discourse markers are
pivotal in shaping public discourse and influencing audience perception.

Research question 1: What types of discourse markers (DMs) are
utilized in Pita Limcharoenrat's pre-election speeches for the 2023 Thai
elections?

The data shows a diverse range of DMs serving different rhetorical functions
in response to the first research question regarding the types of DMs utilized. Categories
such as “Concession and Counter Argument”, “Logical Consequence”, and “Adding” were
particularly prominent, especially in the longer speeches. This corresponds with existing
literature that suggests DMs are often used to structure complex arguments and guide the
audience’s interpretation (Rasheed, 2019; Horn & Ward, 2006). The high frequency of

“

DMs like “however”, “so”, and “therefore” in the “Concession and Counter Argument”
and “Logical Consequence” categories echoes Furko’s (2017) findings on the manipulative
uses of pragmatic markers in political discourse. These DMs are not merely linguistic fillers
but strategic tools employed to construct a narrative, either challenging or supporting

a particular stance.
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Interestingly, some categories of DMs, such as “Similarity”, “Contradicting”,
and “Persuading”, were absent from the speeches. This result could indicate a strategic
choice, conform to Jiruskovd’s (2012) study, which posits that the absence of certain DMs
can be as telling as their presence. It suggests that these markers may not have been
deemed necessary for the specific rhetorical goals of these speeches, or they might not
align with the cultural or linguistic norms of Thai political discourse.

The length of the speeches also influences the frequency of DMs. This information
is consistent with the findings of Ni'ma RASHID (2020), who observed that the frequency
of DMs tends to increase in longer, more complex speeches. In the case of Pita Limcharoenrat,
the longer speeches (Speeches 3 and 4) contained a greater variety and number of DMs,
indicating a more intricate argumentative structure. It is a deliberate strategy to engage
the audience in a more different discussion, particularly when the stakes are high, such as
in pre—election contexts.

In summary, the types and frequency of DMs in Pita Limcharoenrat's speeches
are not arbitrary but appear carefully selected to serve specific rhetorical functions. These
findings corroborate existing theories and contribute to the growing body of research on
the role of discourse markers in political communication, particularly in the Thai context.

Research question 2: How frequently do the discourse markers (DMs)
appear in Pita Limcharoenrat's pre-election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections?

The frequency of discourse markers (DMs) in Pita Limcharoenrat's pre —election
speeches for the 2023 Thai elections provides a compelling lens through which to examine
the intricacies of political communication. The data reveals 91 instances of DMs across
the four speeches, with a notable increase in frequency in the longer speeches (Speeches
3 and 4). This pattern is similar to the findings of Ni'ma RASHID (2020), who obser ved
that the frequency of DMs tends to rise in longer speeches, possibly to maintain coherence
and guide the audience through complex arguments.

The category “Concession and Counter Argument” had the highest frequency,
appearing 19 times, followed by “Adding” and “Logical Consequence”, which appeared
16 and 14 times, respectively. This result is particularly interesting when compared to the

study by Amir Zand-Moghadam and Bikineh (2015), which highlighted the frequent use of
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DMs in political interviews to signal opposition or endorsement. In the case of Pita
Limcharoenrat, the frequent use of DMs in the “Concession and Counter Argument”
category may present a balanced view, potentially appealing to a broader audience by
acknowledging different perspectives while still asserting his own.

The absence of certain categories of DMs, such as “Similarity”, “Contradicting”,
and “Persuading”, is also noteworthy. This result could indicate a strategic choice, as
suggested by Jiruskova (2012), who posited that the absence of certain DMs can be as
telling as their presence. The absence of these categories may imply that these markers
were either not deemed necessary for the rhetorical goals of these speeches or did not
align with Thai political discourse's cultural or linguistic norms.

Moreover, the increased frequency of DMs in longer speeches suggests a more
intricate argumentative structure, consistent with Kashiha's (2022) study on metadiscourse
practices in political speeches. According to Kashiha, longer speeches often require more DMs
to maintain logical flow and coherence, which is the case in Pita Limcharoenrat's speeches.
The use of DMs like “therefore”, “because”, and “so” in the “Logical Consequence” category,
for instance, could be seen as a strategy to guide the audience through the logical
progression of his arguments, thereby enhancing their persuasive impact.

In summary, the frequency and types of DMs used in Pita Limcharoenrat's pre -
election speeches are carefully calibrated to serve specific rhetorical functions, ranging
from structuring complex arguments to guiding audience interpretation. These findings
corroborate existing theories and offer new insights into the strategic use of discourse
markers in Thai political discourse. The several uses of these linguistic elements reveals
the depth of strategic thought that goes into political communication, affirming the role of
discourse markers as powerful tools in the arsenal of political persuasion.

Research question 3: What intended meanings can be discerned in Pita
Limcharoenrat's pre-election speeches for the 2023 Thai elections through the
functions of these discourse markers (DMs)?

The discourse markers (DMs) used by Pita Limcharoenrat in his pre —election
speeches for the 2023 Thai elections serve as a rich tapestry of rhetorical devices, each

contributing to the intended meanings and underlying messages. The analysis of these
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DMs reveals a complex interplay of political, social, and cultural differences, which can be
compared to existing theories and studies on discourse analysis and political communication.

Starting with the DMs used for emphasizing contrast, such as “still” and “yet”,
Pita Limcharoenrat employs these markers to highlight the unchanging conditions or the
persistence of certain issues. This result is in line with the theories that suggest that
contrastive DMs are often used to set up opposition or to prepare the audience for a
counter—-argument (Schiffrin, 1987). In Limcharoenrat's speeches, these DMs question the
status quo and emphasize the need for change, aligning with the political agenda of
challenging existing power structures.

The use of structuring DMs like “first”, “second”, and “finally” is also noteworthy.
These markers help organize the speech's content, making it easier for the audience to
follow the argument. According to the literature, structuring DMs is essential in persuasive
speeches as they guide the audience through the logical flow of the argument (Redeker,
1991). Limcharoenrat uses these DMs effectively to outline his plans and visions, thereby
adding a layer of credibility and thoughtfulness to his speeches.

Concession and counter-argument DMs such as “if”, “but”, and “however” are
used prolifically. These DMs only acknowledge opposing views or potential criticisms to
counter them with the speaker’s arguments. This information is consistent with studies that
highlight the role of concessive DMs in building ethos and pathos by showing the speaker
as reasonable and passionate (Hyland, 1990). For instance, when Limcharoenrat
acknowledges that conflicts are inevitable in any organization but emphasizes the
importance of mature handling, he is essentially building his ethos as a realistic yet
optimistic leader.

The DMs used for adding information, like “also” and “moreover”, serve to build
on previous statements and add depth to the argument. This data is in line with Halliday
and Hasan’s (1976) cohesion theory, which suggests that additive DMs contribute to
textual unity and help in the progression of the topic. Limcharoenrat uses these DMs to
elaborate on his promises and commitments, enhancing his appeal and relatability.

Lastly, softening and correcting DMs such as “I think” and “I feel” adds humility

and openness to the speeches. According to Brown and Levinson's (1987) politeness
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theory, these DMs mitigate the statements' force, making them less imposing and more
palatable to the audience.

In conclusion, the DMs used by Pita Limcharoenrat in his pre-election speeches
serve multiple rhetorical functions, ranging from structuring the content and contrasting
ideas to conceding and counter-arguing. These functions well conform to existing theories
and studies in the literature, thereby offering valuable insights into the rhetorical strategies

employed in political discourse.

Limitations of the study

This study has some potential limitations. Firstly, there are more speeches by Pita
Limcharoenrat in other stages during pre-election, both formal and informal situations and
settings, thus we are unable to cover every speech because of the limitation of times.
Secondly, the translated texts from Thai to English language may not accurate because the
researcher translated the texts by self, although the translated texts are twice revised by
others. Finally, in the part of intended meaning may find some mistakes or considerate

points because the texts are interpreted based on the researcher comprehension.

Recommendations
1. Recommendations for implications of the study

1.1 The implications of this study are manifold, extending from the academic
realm to practical applications in political communication and public engagement. Academically,
this research fills a gap in the literature by focusing on using discourse markers in Thai
political speeches, a relatively underexplored subject. It provides a framework for future
studies investigating the strategic use of linguistic elements in political discourse across
different cultures and political systems.

1.2 From a practical standpoint, the findings offer valuable insights for politicians,
speechwriters, and communication strategists. Understanding the types and frequencies of
discourse markers most effective in longer speeches can guide crafting more persuasive
and coherent political messages. It is particularly relevant in the age of social media,

w here politicians are increasingly required to engage with a diverse audience across various
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platforms. The strategic use of discourse markers can help maintain audience attention and
make complex arguments more accessible.

1.3 For educators and trainers in the field of communication, the study serves
as a case example to illustrate the importance of linguistic choices in public speaking.
It could be incorporated into training modules that aim to improve public speaking and
persuasive skills, particularly for those entering the field of politics.

1.4 Moreover, the study has implications for the general public and voters.
Awareness of the strategic use of discourse markers can foster a more critical consumption
of political discourse, enabling the electorate to evaluate better the substance and credibility
of what is being communicated.

1.5 In summary, this study has broad implications that could benefit various
stakeholders involved in political communication, from academics to practitioners and the
general public. It underscores the importance of linguistic differences in shaping effective
political discourse and opens avenues for further research in this intriguing intersection of
linguistics and politics.

2. Recommendations for further studies

2.1 Expanding the Scope: Future research could expand the scope to include
a wider range of political figures and contexts, both within Thailand and internationally.
It would provide a more comprehensive understanding of the strategic use of discourse
markers in different political landscapes.

2.2 Longitudinal Studies: A longitudinal study tracking discourse markers
over a politician's career could offer insights into how their communication strategies evolve
and how these changes might correlate with their political success or public perception.

2.3 Incorporate Audience Feedback: It would be beneficial to incorporate
audience feedback into future studies to gauge the effectiveness of discourse markers in
achieving the speaker's intended outcomes, such as persuasion or engagement.

2.4 Multi-Modal Analysis: Given the rise of digital media, examining
the use of discourse markers in online political communication, such as social media posts

or video speeches, could be a fruitful avenue for research.
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By taking these recommendations into account, future research can further build
upon the foundation this study laid to explore the intricate relationship between language

and political persuasion.
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APPENDIX A Speech 1: Three Kings Monument, Muang, Chiang Mai

Speech 1: Three Kings Monument, Muang, Chiang Mai, 30 April 2023

(7 minutes 51 seconds)

Original Thai Speech

English Translation
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“Hey, what's up? And this is the voice of
Prime Minister, in parentheses, still be

a candidate.”
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“Oh my God, it's so crowded. How can you

say | can't love you?”
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“Wow! There are so many of you. Can you

compare to Samyan in Bangkok?”
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“Can you compare to Sapan Hin in

Phuket?”
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“I'm now at Sam Kasat in Chiang Mai.

What party are you affiliated with?”
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PNNRIR

“On the left, what party will you choose?
And on the right, what party will you

choose? How about the back?”
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“Last time, let's shout loudly together to

Samyan.”
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“Fourteen, wait, wait, wait!”
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“Fourteen, May, which party will you

choose? Louder!”

1#n grasanin wanAngAEaANINATY

“Oh my God, you're amazing. You all are

amazing, aren't you?”

O
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“Hey, clap loudly for yourself quickly!”
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation
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“Thank you very much, thank you very

much.”
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“Dear respected citizens of Chiang Mai, |
am Pita Limcharoenrat, the head of the
Future Forward Party, and your next Prime

Minister candidate.”

Fuilnsasy a7 Nzt o Blaan

“Today's speech will be brief and concise,

not too long.”
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“Firstly, | want to thank the people of
Chiang Mai for giving us, the Future
Forward Party, more than 250,000 votes.”
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fulpntinezsting

“Last time we came in second, this time we

will be number one for sure.”

UanAnandn candidate WIsINAE
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“Let me tell you, this candidate for Prime

Minister is not messing around.”
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“This time, there are another 250,000

people in Chiang Mai who are under 25.”
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NI ALANLED wdasTHas (W ldasTs

“The 250,000 from last time and another
150,000 this time make 400,000, and
that's nothing to scoff at.”
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“Change number two: transform from

D}quﬁ il intruders to pioneers.”
ymidndals “How to pioneer?”
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“In Chiang Mai, out of 13 million Rais of
loand, 9 million are forest, and another
500,000 are owned by Agricultural Land
Reform Office.”
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation
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Who still remembers the first button?
Transform from intruders to pioneers,
change the land law amnesty, and create
special cultural zones for our ethnic brothers

and sisters.

WReugaving WasuAay iWasnies
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Final change, change number three:
transform Chiang Mai from a city of
suppression to a city of opportunities. Soon
everyone will want to open a business in

Chiang Mai.
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It’s simple, not hard. Vote for the Move
Forward Party to shake things up. I'll send
Sirikanya Tansakul to be the Minister of
Finance. Liquor Liberalization will definitely

pass.
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We’ll see each other soon, we'll take photos

together, we'll chat.
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Finally, who has an orange pen to

overthrow the regime? Show it quickly.
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Enter the booth, choose Move Forward
Party, and overthrow the regime. Can we,

brothers and sisters?
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Use this orange pen to cast a spell to make
Chiang Mai and the North different from

before.
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Good governance brings a future for all of

us, people of Chiang Mai.
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Thank you very much.




APPENDIX B Speech 2: Big Debate, Park Paragon, Siam Paragon, Bangkok,

6 May 2023 (8 minutes 22 seconds)

Original Thai Speech

English Translation
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MC: “May | proceed, sir? Next up,
Mr. Pita from Move Forward Party.
So, Mr. Pita, the question comes from
Bangkok, from Ms. Patchara. She
says se’s been asked political questions
during multiple job interviews. What
should she say to leave a good

impression? Please, Mr. Pita.”

B “ABUAT T ATU INFILIINNAATTIIAN
LAITAIAN VLT IUTASY FLaENAIANTIEaNSL
ULASY NITUAANDAN WIBAINAATILNGAY

nMN1siHesegigmnITuTATy”

Pita: “Answer directly, because |
believe it's time for Thai society to
accept diverse political opinions with

maturity.”

(7
v s ° a

“Hnazfisnnniiiuan fy Aranfindsans
BEIIAMNINAUTILNINNVINNAUNITIHDS

a < A A »
nMTLARIAINNAAINNNNaEeY iy Annsls

“To break down the question, it's
asking about what is the relationship

between work and political opinions?”

—~ T o 2.4 T
AUNUAD RITLINENYINTITZABINIS
N9LNIN NIIZREIUNNIZADLATOTNT

eI UASY”

“That's what they are trying to ask,
so | will answer this question on three

levels.”

T
=

« [ % A == (% o o A
T‘H‘jﬁﬂ‘u NNNAD 9EAUIBITNIAN ‘jzﬂ‘LlTu‘Vl

3 o

19194 uRafTzAuTHEINET 29NNIBSFEuEASY”

“The first level is societal, the second
is within the workplace, and the third

is personal.”
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation

“DigeALUAIANagNTILaNASY NNAATIEIEBY
a5 9N lnalil idenUfifingasy

AN IZ AN A AR UA NN 5L g

“At the societal level, we should
create a new society that doesn’t
discriminate based on political

opinions.”

WP @ A v a o N A a va
Taldninfiavdasinii visdenUfin

INTIZATHUANFA NN INAR T

“There’s no need to alienate or
discriminate based on sexual

orientation.”

“BipsfiazdenUfif Tudesnisidanminems

LN LNSIZ ATARIREAS Y

“We shouldn't discriminate in the

workplace based on religion.”

“M31zdmssafinainazeas@easudnnis oy
o a a &
AINARINIATY NNATIANTAHAATIWTA
uANsN uiasnansnfiazannis naneiiiuvge
Wil AanuansaIniatefegauinsReay

siu tiliqnean”

“Because Move Forward Party
believes that embracing diversity can

become a strength, not a weakness.’

“uinaurasinNdausann lagnaan Hanaz

o o/

seiudInan TWeeALLSEY ¥iaadn IuTsAUATaLASY

aa >
VINVIRNHA

“Certainly, there will be conflicts at
every level—society, company,

family.”

“TuBp9a9ANTautis wesafina inafs wssues

U
2

Ad189ANFIVE o RIANTILA [TUANT AL

ddd‘ o/
HAUNUanang

ag9ls Hy@in1zieaneval

T‘Hﬂ’]i LLNﬂQﬂﬂﬂ‘iﬂ%ﬂ\E&i ”

“Regarding conflicts, Move Forward
Party also has; however, it’s about
how an organization or society handles
them. Is there enough maturity? Is

there a safe space for expression?”

“wgzdNAnEaIN1Tafias N suaaaan
fralanialunisfias ianuassaan dlania
Tunsansinanagn uazansayinisiainm

AUTINTINBRZHANNAAN NAZNNTIAAATW”

“Because if we allow expressions, it
opens the door for trial and error,
leading to freedom, innovation, and

creativity.”

“OUinAMNUBNINAMBY NI AN NATIA
FYNITRUIANTTHN WLALUBNIIFEIAALULRBLN

a 1 & a ! 1
LAIETLNITNU Tmmmm’m. gﬂr@’ﬂ’ﬂﬂ%@ﬂﬂ‘izmﬂﬁNﬂ

“If you say you want creativity but
enforce only one way of thinking, and

exile those who think differently, you
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation

Tawmdndamfivinn Aodlsisunsafiaziangasing
Tulszmeniuazyinldnanaiingauds vinliau

Tlaun90fezdinanla”

can't turn differences into strengths.”

“possntunin il (Fiag hulauszaam”

“You’re sitting on a pedestal, not in

the hearts of the people.”

“INgL... ?IﬂUV’]ﬂéN"Iﬂﬂ‘?‘LI "

“Because... thank you very much.”

B T . oA R >
LW‘i’TZ%ZHMZ\NﬂNW\E&ILﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁumL‘ﬂ’]uu
Iaaga

fiayaniauAnsine(@ usdfasniste

A a !

N199ANTTAITNI ALSNBETHIRNTIZINHITA
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(74 =Y

{HuneanuesdianLazdussanifivUssme s

Aingsadinnlnaniani”

“Therefore, a society that doesn’t
discriminate and manages conflicts
maturely is the way forward for
Thailand, which is what Move

Forward Party is striving for.”

T AUUREASY WNARY 1anaud e

A AnaesyaapiufiAsn e it
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ATUTEVILLATTH mﬁ%m@ﬁmmudﬁﬁmLﬁi&ﬂ“@f@.
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AnnNu LLi\N’“IHWfIﬂQ’]NﬁﬂLﬁu@hﬂﬂ’mﬂ’]ﬂﬁﬂ@

D_

Anneaxl wideuRvEaILlaN”

“At the company level, | think, well,
currently, the sentiment of the times
has changed. It's not just that
companies ask applicants what they
think. But there are many places
where the new generation asks the
company in return, “Do you have a
selection policy?” “Do you have
policies that discriminate against
workers with different political

opinions than you?”

« ¥ ¥ _ a G 2 A 1a ' a o &
LRI UAALLHLLUY 13e NNTNﬂ@IQ’]UﬁH‘WLLU‘Ll‘HM

FTHINITOTINAVINATHITOVBI AN ATENA 2
sULUL wdaanfiawnn e Armeuss sl

P a i ' = = o o & '
gl NN@W]’]WL‘?.I"ITNN'WN’]’?QVI"VHTJ%U?EWLLLI'LI‘IA‘LA

“And if that's the case, | don't think

such a company would be able to
harness the talents of people in
various ways. When looking for new
solutions, | don't think they can be

that kind of company.”




81

Original Thai Speech

English Translation

“uiafidndn TuSeussngmuneusseu e

TnsfezimBendn hiring practice g ¥iadn
= v i o o @
nafiazdneluns e seudnneoinianslsia
e W Biwdladnsdid discrimination law vi3asing
Pay = a va 1 & A [ oAl
Tunsfienidenufifednaiusgwiali filluaed

[

NNl

“| dlso think that, in terms of labor
laws, what they call “hiring
practices”, whether it's in interviews
or whatever, I'm not sure if there are
discrimination laws or rules for such

practices. It's something that needs

further examination.”

“Tusziudansansy Faawsug Wamdeuiugs
finafiuguies MHuategiuiivinemudaindalag

Winludl o nauelafindnsy”

“On a personal level, we spend eight
or nine hours at work, it's better to
work in a place where we feel
comfortable. It's like an elder

speaking to a younger generation.”

“YBUATININATL 2BUAININATL”

“Thank you very much. Thank you

very much.”




APPENDIX C Speech 3: Sapan Dam, Hat Yai, Songkhla, 7 May 2023 (16 minutes

49 seconds)

Original Thai Speech

English Translation

“619 419 Fo9u F92a191 AEIHIWED”

“Hey, what’s up, Songkhla youth! Pita has

arrived.”

“u54 (8 i Aes [Fusesnazuandnfndy

DYNLIILAYH”

“May not be that powerful, but want to say |

miss you so much.”

o o

“819! W1 BrINIAl AANHAIIENIAN

LEN (HUAN”

“Wow! So many people came. Let's see if

Songkhla can take it.”

@ o o/
“anfusssnilonllynaimdn luwe

= o I <
RN ANDYNNLABNFNAHDLLS)

“I've been travelling to every province. Anyone

here wants to vote quickly, make some noise.”

“TaaReansniszaad naniasisq”

“Who loves democracy here? Make some

noise quickly.”

“FUAngENT Wsspazls”

“Which party for the 14th of May?”

“Hrafiady WINPT 919 VIIRNATINAL

A9 o e BuliNas AR RNTan”

“Left hand, right hand, hey, everyone
together, make some noise. Is this Songkhla or

what?”

“NUBITILATTNSAVIINAY WNATT AN

a o/ ¢ o/ v

b IEY TR “lﬁflifiu’]i/\lﬁ‘jﬂﬁ’]fJTﬂN candidate

wignsgnusEAWsialraslssnaing”

“Dear respected and loved siblings, | am Pita
Limcharoenrat, the leader of the Move
Forward Party, the next Prime Minister

candidate for Thailand.”

“9dp152NIFIN F9DRTLANLAIASUNHES”

“I'd like to announce that Songkhla has made

it, folks.”

“aniinuand il Bl lldinle
dmssafinalng griuiuRtiasnalé

2470 (11347

“Those who say it's impossible don't
understand how much the Move Forward
Party is committed to our southern brothers

and sisters.”

« &9 9 ~
L‘]JLL%NTQ‘LI’N MBRYRNRIINNTTL 198

&
YUNRIINYNNT LIDYUNRIINYLIR”

“How's it going? Met the leaders from Krabi,

Chumphon, and Phuket?”
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation

“rnuilady o viawise”

“Clap your hands loudly, quickly.”

Y

car! a @ o/ o o
WD (WE1) NINEN (WNHARL) ATU

“Dad (Pita) also loves Som (the fans), folks.”

“Udana (Re1) A5 (WWsAaL)

ALASY”

“And Dad (Pita) also loves Fah (the fans),
folks.”

T
AAda

“saprAtul@dnnnnImdnes

weilsanfagdyneslang”

“I'm lucky to have eaten more than one boiled

eqgqg, so | still remember what was said.”

“mmuwamﬂﬁf%mmﬁmmm WAL AL
flalsidinladanasafinalng yniien

WA e auNA (N

“Bring the southern leaders to Songkhla. Many
people still don't understand how committed
the Move Forward Party is to the people of
Hat Yai.”

2
gl a g

“CUHNET USRI ANANNILLAVT NS

“I'm Pita, first on the party list.”

oA a

“LRUTNTTA LHUNSAREVNYLRITRDS
[ 1 o 4'9; 4 1 1l
duaumalveasufties ﬂﬂ%iﬂ’lﬂ?‘ﬁiy
a o/ dl a o/ J
NN Y WARTEY LNFYNAWIN

Tnsian Tnsan”

“The party secretary is second on the party list
and is from Hat Yai. Lives in Hat Yai University.

People call him Kotom, Kotom.”

+ ~ o & '3 4
TﬂmﬂN Ll NNHﬂ@uﬂﬂNﬂL@ﬂﬁTsﬁﬂ

a a ' [ @ PR}
ﬂumumfﬂﬂ%umaz NRYNHUNARS

“Kotom used to ride a motorcycle and eat

sticky rice with chicken. He is still here.”

wéalmsuandmasainninalaanlefitiog
nats Tanlaaunaing

1@ = o Ay
TNLUHV"I’J’WN’V‘NV"I’?UWH@Q UGN

“Who says that the Move Forward Party
doesn't care about the people in the South or

Hat Yai? That's not true, folks.”

HNvineuBg iU aglwinaienri
ey Insean e WamasAndyyn

A '
V]‘Vi’]ﬂ?‘ﬂiy Winaanilas

“I work with him, we are in the same room.
Kotom always plays the song “Promise in

Hat Yai”.”

o v ' =
T‘muéfmwum\i ADALINUBLLTT

“Who's keeping up? Let's hear some noise

quickly!”

W fangulndnuniae Giiumdy

e ajiae Fada oz Miduwinses

D

A A & P= SN
Mg 8y WANUBNITHATNEYEN

e ey seraginey 61 &9PAN

“Wow, these are all new generation people.
They don't know the song “Promise in Hat
Yai”. There's a singer named Yiw, who said

there are two songs “Promise in Hat Yai” and
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation

£9ADYADILNA

9 9

“Waiting in Songkhla”.

+ A& o P & Ay
Tﬂmmuﬂmmuﬂ%wn‘gqmm AL ALNA

NINHARDALIN AL

“Kotom is working in Bangkok and always

plays these songs.”

& 1 % A+ +
unfiuendn el Asen Insas
AURTTHY 2D9MN B JUSLsiasaRTEH
uzail

“I say, hey! Pi Tom and Kotom are from
different generations. What | listen to is mainly

Songkhla City hip-hop.”

Tasliineils TWilsguanfiaziin

“If you've never listened to it, go check out

"Pyramid".”

uFafUanuNANIIANEIa I WARTIY

AUAEATINNS Aa ATlaa Moderndog

“And | also tell him that the only artist from
Songkhla that I listen to is Pi Pod from

Moderndog.”

lan suty 918U AaUlLNENABILASA

DENNFINNW

“Pi Pod, whose real name is Thanachai Utchin,

is currently performing concerts in Bangkok.”

a1 uan Ao ldgaauainmes

“So, are you telling me that Pita isn't going to

the concert?”

81 aaldssauie iRTanniasisa

“Come on, let's give a round of applause for Pi

Pod quickly.”

WALANADULAIABLAINTINN

“He is currently performing concerts in

Bangkok.”

UaN N R WNNIUIASERTTiNuR ey

o &
UL

“l said | can’t, | have a speech at your place

today.”

1
1% (% o =

PP ATUATL ABBULTYIR ?I@@‘i«liy’TWWﬂ'ﬂG‘l
q q

o

SUNWNIRB TN RS

“Alright, alright, excuse me Pi Pod. I'll take a

moment to receive a garland.”

fifuefinldinaanes oy 1aedsanls
agdlaasativiiuugn dundeiumnie

wWan

“Good thing | ate three boiled eqggs, so | can
remember where | was in my speech. Are you

kidding me?”

~ = [ =1 o o
finatialdnandumasAndeyan

U

fivnalvey ldresiiuasraianesy

¥
o’

& A o @) i = (%
YNANAYNU MR WA DILAYINWIANA

“Whether it's the song “Promise in Hat Yai” or
“Waiting in Songkhla”, it's all the same story,

just told by different people.”
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation

' 1% = 1
VRS WAAUNI TN BIL L UANAE AN

wAafUanuNANIIAUEIIa T WAATIY

AUAEITINNRS Ae ATlan Moderndog

“And | also tell him that the only artist from
Songkhla that | listen to is Pi Pod from
Moderndog.”

AUHLAENNDEINTLIFNFUTIAIIAT
Yy 1319sineNdTyyn 281980 axls

= S
bE LRSS ’ﬂ:ﬁfﬁﬁﬁz}l"lm el

“This is why 1'd like to start by discussing the
word 'promise’. We will keep the promise, just

give us some time, something like that.”

A9 lF Nl e ud s asfinns
w1 Slasundoyyrfulinniainejting
UanINAeNe: [SENUEIL 1Y Anases

MUVFDRNAUN W

“Do any of you remember that over the past
eight years, someone made a promise in Hat
Yai, saying to choose something peaceful. So,

is it really peaceful or is it dead silent?”

s N Baemaniasuy WuezUanli
wpTfikuan wsugfiaUszmalvnale

Y ' £% <
WwAregUsTHNMAUANUDSIENA

“This is no joke. Over the past eight years,
Thailand's economy has grown by an average

of about 15 percent.”

189 P8 (LU5UFLADNauASL

“Excuse me, | need to go pick up some salak

fruit first.”

aade [dinaunasltne dagainuan

=
AN WNW?.IL@‘?.I’BZCT‘&

“I suspect three boiled eggs might not be
enough, it should be three plus one. What

number is this?”

MN’]EIL@?I@EZTﬁ WN”IEL@?I@ZZTﬁ

“What number is this? What number is this?”

dl A Y o/ o/ d! =1
FEIEHHNTN AUNDLARAILBNAN ] ARV

“Excellent, give yourself a loud clap.”

TildEasmanueitios wuasdyyHdn
wiaegieashl Welaus o 60y n15ud

a L 4 = = Adl i

AP o7 o N3 LUIHIUFNT WUATTINLED
wisugfia e laszana@uiinasidus

A LaLTE NI a5 1T

“This is no joke, folks. They once promised that
the economy would be good when good
people, competent people, come in to manage.
Over the past eight years, Thailand's economy
has grown about 15 percent; the southern

region has grown about 5 percent.”

avralafiesidud undngudly

a a
HALFIE

“How much has Songkhla grown? Just a bit

more than zero percent.”
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation

wAsdtyaiuAtiasinenduunuman

NITRENANUIAN

“They once promised us that they would be

the backbone in building the community.”

“Oh, oh, it won't be comprehensive, it won't

be comprehensive.”

F5URAERBLLUNUSNERINLAS

2 e=

TUsAsaLdT Sa9nasuanue

“In conclusion, let's do it like the Prime
Minister's advisors, no more speeches, let's

just sing.”

21 eneuuiunils AxuAN
ARy Baudatlieneradnennunay

1 a
BENA

“Just one moment in Thai please. For the
community, they also promised that in eight

years they would build a good community.”

Tnslugrnuaziansmias® a310mn

k4
o A

A9EINT Sl DA e uteiuiiasitiag

“Who's been to the new Sadao checkpoint?
It's been built for two or three years and still

hasn't opened to this day.”

1BIUBA1TUIBIIMNBENNAER VNBEN

9
2

PDIUNIAILTINN HUARI /9 a9 s

1 = & a o Ao
PEWAIYT URNAD YILFNFIAATUNUBN

“They say they guarantee everything will be
good; everything is expensive and wages are
low. Everything is just going down, down,
down, except one thing is rising, and that is

drug abuse, folks.”

A v Ao v
ATIINLNINKRBIETIINNARN T‘iﬁﬂzLLu‘HW’]ﬂ

a 1 4 Y
L‘j’]ﬂﬂ(ﬁlﬂu’]ﬂm?‘lﬂN TM@’J'TNTQ'J’NT@L?']N’]

INARUNIN AL

“Last time, our brothers and sisters in
Songkhla gave us their votes for a new future,

trusting us with over 90,000 votes.”

LAAS19 L LLﬁﬂu‘éuT‘Mﬂﬂ?_iNLﬁﬂfJ B¢
1 Y & v 4 Y
FUBUATNIRUTAN A AMEUAZLLWLAY

FaumadulanLle

“But this time, just the new generation alone,
aged 18 to 25, has already given us 90,000
votes, amounting to a total of 180,000. How

could we not win?”

TBAndeyayniianyin (a4

“The promises they couldn't keep.”

HNANAANRTUFUNTIHH (HUBNGA

fuloungezlanan

“I won't say much, but drug abuse here is

top-ranked.”
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation

NHLUBNIRYNN AT I2NN 98505 o
Tuspsdraanisegnila U199

TUfuwssafinalna

“Let me tell you, | will send my brother,
Rangsiman Rome, to take care of police reform

with the Forward Party.”

49/ dl @) o 1 [l
A1 waAuiwwiiusguiany uandd
AN INATINT ARSI FZADITLE

vinag vinsle viniesslsaeediuag

“This time, those who are currently in
government say they will overcome conflicts.

What are they doing it for?”

Original Thai Speech

English Translation

uAINEvIUIARLEY Adasuandd Aan

aneFeysmi candidate HENTTHURS

@ A o/

AU NAueaslaswnaline Afldeyyn

4dl ) ledl v 1 = o/
wmm%zﬁwwum LEURLAEANU

“So, we've reached this point, and | must say
that Pitha Limcharoenrat, the 30th Prime
Ministerial candidate of Thailand, also has

promises for the people of Hat Yai.”

fodndulfanomalng) Aenss
fyaradllnaliinndmin

Mgz e asSuRTas

“Consider it a pledge from Hat Yai, as we send
our promises to every southern province and

throughout Thailand.”

1% ! dl @ o/ dl
needyydndasnduiguiaiials

a Y v @
ANsNTzanedfin n1siasn aun T

¥
=

Taun azfrduluiguiafifiuian dedn

PNBT HRDWATY WIS

“We promise that when we are in government,
land distribution and converting SPK land title
deeds to full ownership will happen under a

government led by Pitha, for sure.”

ndryayrdnnadflea it axlld

o—

ale

v A D = S VR~ PN
Numwmfmu VIANLIBNNEINUYIAL

a9

we3nlaunadnazingramnssnesls

AlveyAsaesfgdaudadsuiulaun

“We also promise that in our new-style
politics, no ministers will be in charge of land
issues. If they know the policy to create an
industry, they won't let their relatives buy land

and change it to full ownership.”

[Ny URTYUTvanaddn Anias
a dl 1 )
WPITEFA929aIPaT A NTINIUN Y
wiTEgiaTiuEaIn1Tguaigiy
o v o 1 ) 1%
ninweng Ensnenns dnenfuniedin
gauaw Hanezifiundu (idrezidueng

B @) ] dl dl
Tranaufhwiaadian 1919zfes 970

“We promise the people that the economy of
Songkhla will shift from an economy focused
on natural resources and resource
exploitation—whether it be border trade, palm,
rubber, or tourism—to a knowledge-based

economy.”
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English Translation

wargianiwens iuesegiananus
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falinaflanoeda feldinatls Aszfin
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Selinntsitan Tumsuian wszas
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ANNAEITTTA

“When talking about Kun Yiew, the Pyramid,
or Brother Pod Modern Dog, it's because
people in Songkhla are exceptional and

creative.”

annuagilaENINLATEgNaNINeIng
wuuiin TUgaaanamaniva wissgie

FENNTIAASUNTD

“Soon we'll transition from the old resource—
based economy to a new future for Songkhla,
focusing on a creative economy, dear brothers

and sisters.”

uesganen1ssangud waldidinle

Gfuﬂ’)’]NLﬁ\‘iﬂ’]@ AAINHBIAIIEI AR

“But the centralized government doesn't
understand the capabilities and talents of the

people of Songkhla.”

Ui uwugiaad19as9n

ATNIUALLAR ULV

“Last year, they only allocated eight million

baht for the creative economy.”

o/ 1
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U
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“Eight million baht is even cheaper than

someone's watch.”

A Ay syinna ey fiuandoyayaiu
AB1BIR INRIHE LT #DINWA5 DS

ANRLLGA

“The song, “The Promise at Hat Yai”, also
speaks of promises at a platform. This song

was written in the year 2537 (1994).”

D nmussa e tngy fuuns
Fatuenng dau Uil anuenansBsafiv

FIUPNRUNANDY AL ATUR D

“Last year, | took a train from Hat Yai to
Padang Besar, crossing into Penang. The
platform is still the same old platform, dear

brothers and sisters.”

& o [ d 2
szt inafiviguiadials 2ol
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AN LHUAUATUNTIDY

“Therefore, whenever we reach the
government, transportation between provinces
and within Songkhla will be seamless under
the name of Prime Minister Pitha
Limcharoenrat, definitely, dear brothers and

sisters.”
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English Translation
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“This is all we aim to do for our parents,
brothers, and sisters; consider it the Hat Yai

Covenant.”

deyeynTuynvimunne iignermans
A A oA o A A oA
i7adn nalesatnyiesd n1siiess

U1A9I89R NI5LHED9R UINTIDIR

“We promise everyone under the strategy

3 9

called “Good Governance, Good Livelihoods”.

uazuATI RN WA F el uazidn
gowan ndaasiitesnanining
FIIEITAT NALE Lazilazwia e

TUdnsfiumsuRtiag

“And then we'll break down the electric poles
together and move toward a new future for
the people of Hat Yai, Songkhla, the South,

and Thailand, dear brothers and sisters.”

= a [P= d! a e
maeadnbitl oy wisending
HNBEun3Da HATiawnaAuet L

BYIUTIHIN WRZBHINTENEIUAN

“There's less than a week left. | urge all of you

not to be complacent, careless, or blink.”

warluileisngainansaneaniasausn

AU e deeysnEilunnday
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Tinela iWaudeduiuen W fanfdes

APLARUNT [HATINTHANFATINNA

“Once we've lit the fire amidst the winds,

those in power on the conservationist side are
bound to be displeased. If they can't compete
with us, they tend to sling mud using various

tactics.”

WANNABUANAUNINGIIN LARKATIA LAR

Trgnaazls

“But let me tell us, slinging mud won't help

anything.”

Arnilalanauda W lE Aarnadng

Wintiufazyin i asAs NIl ag

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light

can change the course of the battle.”
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“The remaining time might be tough, but if

everyone cooperates and stays united like they
do now, | promise that we will change
Songkhla together, change the South together,

and change Thailand together.”

YDUAMWNINATY

“Thank you very much.”




APPENDIX D Speech 4: Final Speech at The Thai-Japanese Stadium, Wet

Gymnasium 1, Bangkok, 12 May 2023 (23 minutes 59 seconds)

Original Thai Speech

English Translation
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“Dear respected parents, siblings, and
everyone, | am Pita Limcharoenrat, the leader of
Move Forward Party and the next Prime

Minister of Thailand.”

[ % 49/ ! v ! dldyl
AUU ﬂﬂﬂixﬂ’]ﬂ@]@‘ﬂu’]ﬂﬂ‘ﬂﬁuiﬂﬂuqq

LIANUBININLT [FNNTILAT

“Today, | announce to everyone here that our

time has come.”

2 a A o N &
WMANBLINTIBNLNENNEITUELNNHEI

“We have only two days left.”

ARBUgATINg fnalna FunWA

“The final answer is to Move Forward, across

the land.”

AR ANANIREN BTN NI

1 o/ A = Qe -4
ynAWazIanidndeulsyiRimans
i msaasn9lesve fdalna

Usemame Hmiaudiy

“We have only two days left for all of us to
jointly write a new chapter in Thai politics.

Forward: Thailand will not be the same.”

o £ % ¥ A =1
AZINUIE WHWIDNLRINTLLT W

WEnN3guusEasAR ey nAu

“And today, | am ready to be the Prime Minister

for all Thais.”

Hipoezaagffian lldngmazinein

a

gRn Al Tdngasanfiuanguls

U

vaRANTUING ANEIHNITANINANEAY

UAZAITHIATI A LN

“Whether you are rich or poor, from any region,
young or old, you can entrust me with your

dreams and hopes.”

LRSWANLET HO9aNAai R lugwl A

! a =l =l L
INT1ET NN AN HB U R BT

“And we come together today because we

share the same dreams.”

LLN:?ﬂ']‘E‘V]L‘j’]N’]‘ifJNm’JﬂuT‘HQHM 2131l

I
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NOTUA NINIFTAUNIIVEILT BHARLHED

NDAWAT

“And the reason we are gathering here today is
that this is where our journey began four years

”

ago.

wazrauiaznmyad dNui Aouiu

28915159 N B AN NN (13

“Before saying that four years have passed,

how steadfast our dreams remain. These past
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation
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four years have gone by as quickly as a lie.
What we haven’t forgotten is the person who
made it possible for us to dream together, the
person who ignited a fire in the wind. The
person who once stood here speaking cannot be
anyone else but my dear friend, Thanathorn

Juangroongruangkit,”
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INBUINYBINH ‘]JEIZ'LQIV*I‘.i LENNUHANS

“My dear friend, Piyabutr Saengkanokkul,”

NDUSNUDINN WITEINT IR

“My dear friend, Pannika Wanich.”

wanAnlHfinsing sanfaumases iy

A ra o 2 o/
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“You don't have to worry, the torch is now in

my hands, it will never be extinguished.”

a ¥ o v @)
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“We will move forward to make our dreams

come true and await the day you all return.”

PaaYiNaNdy ey Wkinenaesase

&
NINWE

“Give me time to fulfil my promises; serving two

terms as Prime Minister is enough.”

Revang Al 39 Hluee e

ANTTINNRABE LN AN HARTNARY

“What many people don't know is that our

collective dreams are simple yet diverse.”

rniiaanlgandigennnn

“From north to south, from left to right.”

guduitiosiiFesdiBesany sl
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“If you are from Chiang Mai or Chiang Rai, our

dream is simply to have clean air to breathe.”

ffuanfivssmeame NaARuIN Ay
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1
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“If you are someone in Thailand without land of
your own to cultivate, Our dream is simple: just

to have land of our own to cultivate.”
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“If you are listening and you are from the
Northeast region, what we want regarding
water is not to have droughts, carry water to
people, and during the rainy season, help

people escape floods.”
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English Translation
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“If you are from the Eastern region, all we ask is
for air that doesn't stink of mines or rubbish

factories.”

1% & Aw ~ ' =
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“If you are from the upper Northern region, it

probably concerns forest fires.”

< 2

151 TITa LT e et

“We hope to see Thailand improve”
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NIRABATIITIN STUIRILAUARNINNTN
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“Meanwhile, if you happen to be an older
generation in this country, what you dream of is
just that the government will take better care of
you than just providing a boiled egg after your

retirement.

o ' o A o o @ 1
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Andedniuazautuguan

“If you are the same age as me, at the age of
being a father, we hope it will end with our

generation.”

T 2
=

| ® ® o AR
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“We just want to see a better government.”

LA AT AUV SN A BINTT NN LA
I I ) Aﬂy ) = % a
281N9LDLDE NI UIHBIIWADANUYIF

TEIN

“And what people all over the country want is

just to live a decent life with their families.”

191ABINNSAUNTNTEANY BT AUARE
FdpanTnRengEdn (Fsaasdn

YBNEUTLBN

“We want to see the decentralization where

each province can elect its own governor.”

T 2
A a K

QUﬂi:ﬁN’]ﬂWILﬂﬂ?JuTuﬁ’]uLi’] ﬁLLﬂI

“The budget generated in our home is just,”

p

1 PN @ o/ o o
WD (WE1) NINNHN (WNHARY) ATL

“Dad (Pita) also loves Som (fan club),”

¥ 1 a @ o/ N o o
WRIWE (WEN) fi5n"1 (WB1) AATL

“And Dad (Pitha) also loves Fah (fan club).”

¥ 1 N @ o/ %
LRIWD (WET) ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁt%’]%unﬂﬂuﬂ'}ﬁ
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“And Dad (Pita) also loves all the people.”

PP a (4 1 4! o [
HAUS ﬂurﬁ@ﬁﬂqﬂﬂqqﬂuﬁWﬂﬁ L@f—_l@’ﬂjﬂ

Agnasadalyg il

“This is good, having more than one boiled eqg,

so | remember where my speech is.”

SAFENNITNITNTZINYBHNE AL AT

“We also want decentralization in our country;
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation
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people born in that province can solve its

problems themselves.”

@Lﬁﬂ@mﬁmmqwﬂwju&fwaiﬁﬁam;j
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“If you are a young person of the new
generation listening, you probably want to
abolish the conscription and take back our lives,

follow our dreams, and start our own careers.”
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apnannIsAnE e AnagitiesSen
WaswsnBeusioalEnnn Wnanedv

Bl Fann

“At the same time, there are even more young
people of the new generation who say they
want progressivism, depart from Thai education,
return teachers to classrooms, and shift from

less quantity to more quality in education.”
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TunuiRenin aoufinsasisifiEna
NN uandanseilaaniuesiney
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“At the same time, when | was in the area, kids
ran up to me saying they still have dreams of
living in this country, don't want to move

abroad, can we abolish conscription for them?”

ATHAHIBININLI NI LYY

PRAIMNARIYLUUH

“Our dreams are simple and varied like this.”

LA NUNITIBI AU DINNYIITIR
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“But from my life experiences, and four years
as your representative, | know that our collective

dreams are either this big or that big.”

ue e fuiasnian1eniiagsii

' & o Ay
Gfmyﬂmmumuwum

“But at the same time, the political limitations

are this big, folks.”

gzl Jrnausie [laasdsymealne

% = A A _aa = o/
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“Therefore, the next leader of Thailand must be

someone with initiative to develop the country
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation
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further.”
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“To unfreeze Thailand, the next Prime Minister
must resolve longstanding issues that have

plagued us for the past seventeen years.”

“ﬂ"l‘jﬁL‘i"l@ﬁL'ﬂ’]ﬂ‘szVIﬂrﬂﬁlﬂﬂﬂ@"lﬂ

Y A 1
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n198f1993 SgUsennatailiunsg”

“To pull Thailand out of political turmoil, | see
two moves in my vision. The first is to put an

end to the cycle of coups d'état.”

“Waziadiasinauesinadianiv Suiinis
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mavinlinawindausiuda SaiaAnim
favduyween uazlimmsidulesndn
ABUBIINAEIINUBNUILNA URLVYA
uwnsnuzsfianisnialulszmeing

HeT9”

“And we have to do three things together. First,
reform the military so that it is under civilian
control, effective but small, has welfare,
respects human rights, and employs professional
soldiers to defend against external threats and

to stop meddling in domestic affairs.”

“Wei R EnfI19 ATy niAees
Usemane aaaauLs ATARIUN(H

% =) o/ v o/ o/
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“But at the same time, we will solve Thailand's
old problems that have persisted for seventeen
years. We must restore faith in the
parliamentary system and democracy in

Thailand.”

“wrfinlanzasy Safifnnansmn Mes
=4 [ [ o a/ ] 1
WinAaeiuN19insgUsenng Vi34l

Tnslasinnisidasiinnennnisdans

NIBNASY BAVINTUS (Heay WiZetuazuy
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“I' understand, there are still many people who
once agreed with the coups. You don't trust
politicians who come from elections, and you
also don't believe that the parliamentary system

can actually solve the country's problems.”

“UIuAndninniI9daadinlUfiaaasid

VinuAndAesUfsUnauANAY”

“You think politicians are full of corruption, and
you believe there must be reform before

elections.”
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English Translation

“UALLATITIHAUN 197 [FLUNEHUTIATLN

AwAnFAa8nw”

“But over the past eight years, we've all

learned this expensive lesson together.”

“szadulne N annsanasy Sl

= v .,
HNNAIA

“There are no shortcuts to democracy; there

simply are no shortcuts.”
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“When people say the system is broken, they
resort to 'good people' and giants, and bring in
an autocratic system. Without checks and
balances, corruption worsens and continues to

worsen.”

“anzazuiinausie [Ufiazufiiiogm
s FoandansdnaeasigUasnisuay
Awrsnosruudszssulng 2o

Uszmnelne”

“Therefore, the next leader who will solve old
problems must be ready to cut the cycle of
coups and restore faith in Thailand's democratic

system.”

o TR N
NNIUNITUADUN LIIRBINANFLNTEY

futfeymnsidiag wusleadu”

“Up to this point, we must also dare to face

new challenges.”
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“I believe that in every society there is
dynamism, and there's development, innovation,
and increasing creativity, to the point where

there's the energy of a new generation.”

2
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. N A I TP
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“The energy of new ideas is always emerging,
and naturally, when new ideas continuously

evolve, they will confront old beliefs.”

“geinafiAnd [y AEATYI WA AnTHNN
q a
588 7 MYANUMINITIURENIURINN
dl v 4 = v
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“As Khun Mai Sirikanya said, the wind keeps
coming, the wind of change keeps blowing. Will

you build a wall, or will you build a windmill?”
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English Translation
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“Then the question we must ask ourselves
consciously and wisely is, is Thai society now

building a wall or a windmill?”

2
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“While we are discussing this, there is Khun
Yok, who is only 15 years old, currently detained

under Article 112.”

“Lﬁ@@]ﬂuu @’WEIN’mﬂ"J’]Q NWHYNHIINH

m\mw ”

“She is now older than my daughter Pipim by
half.”

“PauTinANAAIBTY R nuaY”

“When Pipim was born, he was only seven

years old.”

“ 2 @ Yy =
mﬂuumﬁﬂmsﬂLﬂuqmmmmmmm

viansfiongtieadign ulszmnalna”

“Now he has become the youngest person

accused under Article 112 in Thailand.”

“gein 9 [Unum”

“Don't shout it all out.”

a
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“What | want to say on this stage, wisely and
consciously, in a measured tone, is that | want
us to reset our minds wisely. | don't want us to
judge whether Khun Yok's actions are right or

wrong, appropriate or inappropriate.”

“UEAUILATNTITEHILS NN TIATN

TR RN N

“Or even how we might amend Article 112.”
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WAUFIAN”

“But | want to speak in a wise tone, prompting

us to think about what we can offer to society.”

“ ¥ =K v o/ 44'
wRaflanansui laiufivana e

ag udasneansuvas Bidnddiawgulna

mMaundyagneniliBudunsananven

INANTHIAT BENITULET 1 unaz”

“It's time for us to address the root causes. Can
we accept that the challenges the new
generation is facing are a legacy from the older

generation, like ours?”
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Original Thai Speech

English Translation

“Fudunsanannanainauguinii
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“It is indeed a legacy from the older

generation.”

“qunTenativenisil naamsediuen
\AE BANNUYBY T WPIELIN9TANANY

PENNNEDE ] AYBI9ZRITIURT”

“Until now, when giving speeches, they still say,
‘Come out in large numbers, they will
overthrow.” ‘Come out in large numbers, and

they will destroy the palace.”

“GfuLﬁﬂWiziwg’mumzmmwémw
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“While the royal status and power should be
above politics and under the constitution, what
the new generation, or even you, must face,
isn't it because of our generation that has been
constantly politicizing the institution and framing

dissenters?”

-4 d' @ v v 1% '
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“If anyone feels agitated, angry, or hateful
toward what the new generation is doing, we
need to look back at ourselves sensibly and
responsibly. It is because of what we did in the
past, politicizing institutions and framing the new

generation.”

“NINzarENuEnI TR ANEa (U f1i
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“Therefore, the next Prime Minister and leaders
must be able to work within a democratic
system that has a King as the symbolic head.
They should delicately handle royal power and
status to improve relations between the King

and the public.”
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English Translation
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“If we can do this, we will be able to solve old
problems, face new challenges, and lead

Thailand toward the future.”

“TUNRUANGEAIAN N.A. meoo”

“14th May, B.E. 2566~

o

“ A v A @
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“Let's distribute land to people who have been

fighting for 35-50 years, still don't have their

own land to farm, and have been burdened with
over 80,000 legal cases during the

government's tenure.”

“ignEndiuiubna Tunsufsy
nsfnEn eaugbislesssausansn
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“Let's start anew in educational reform, so that
our younger generation can graduate and be

competitive in the global arena.”

“IINNFE UL BNLTEN AR Y
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“Let's work together to rebuild the country,
taking the creative economy to the heart of the

world.”

« a ana o dl =
mewgﬂ@mmwmﬁmm
ANMNETHITONINHIY N15TATeaEn

e giasia U

“Let's utilize the digital economy, in which Thai
people have immense skills, to build the future

economy.”

; 3 e ¥
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“Reduce the inequality and boost the growth

rate of the Thai economy as well.”

“waitsnez [fannsuntsvinetnedulay
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“But we won't succeed in doing so unless we
can clearly and directly address old problems
and face new challenges, as proposed by the

s 9

‘Progressive Party’.
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“Therefore, | am ready today to serve as Prime
Minister for all Thais, whether or not you agree

with me, | will still be your Prime Minister.”




99

Original Thai Speech

English Translation
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“Regardless of whether you choose me or not

on the 14th of May, | am ready to serve you.”

« A &
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“And | will especially listen to those who
disagree with me; | hear you, | will learn from
you, and | will be a better Prime Minister

because of you.”

“INTIZRUIBN D NN TIDITILATTING N
yianiane Auangenl Wiagrn nafinalng

Wilaznee Hdeuan”

“Therefore, respected and loved partners,
friends, and everyone, on the 14th of May, go to
the booth, choose Move Forward, and make

Thailand different.”

= 1 = a = %
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AN (W lRenFgAINNAY”

“Choose the future, not the past; choose with

hope, not with fear.”

“Frnaugavinednian 939 naan

B lnanaunumn

“The final answer is clear and straightforward:

Let's make progress across the land.”

“qufinaliing fasfinagauii YDUAD

Asy”

“ To go far, we have to move together. Thank

9

you..
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