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ABSTRACT

The objective of the research was to analyze the protagonists in contemporary Kambuja novels
by Thai writers in terms of the construction of characters and their interaction with the social context. This was
done by investigating the text of 12 novels, which were created by writers who received literary awards or
were popular novels published more than twice. It applied the reference theory and the concepts of character
construction, literary criticism, literature and society, and social interaction. The research results are outlined
below: 1) Protagonist construction—It consisted of two components, which were the creation of characters and
the use of language to refer to the characters. The first component involved portraying the protagonists’
external personalities, internal personalities, and qualities or talents, which were consistent with, and related to,
their roles played in the stories. The second component dealt with using four groups of terms, namely proper
name terms, position terms, kinship terms, and alias terms, which involved using language to refer to the
protagonists associated with the text. This aimed to achieve linguistic diversity and contribute to increased
vividity of the portrayal of the protagonists. 2) Protagonist interaction with the social context-The research
revealed two types of relationships between the protagonists and society, which comprised their interaction
with social practices and interaction with social development mechanisms. The first type of relationship was
manifested in seven areas—food, dressing, architecture and buildings, language, religions and beliefs, norms and
traditions, and ways of life. The second type of relationship was presented in five areas, which comprised
education, politics, economics, transportation, and international relations. This research also suggested that the
protagonists lived their life following society’s cultural styles and played a role in social development. In some
cases, they were affected by social changes, so they had to adapt themselves accordingly. Overall, this

demonstrated the dynamics of Cambodian society from the beginning to the present day.
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